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for Comparing Fractions
More of the same-size parts.

· Example:  Compare 3/8 and 5/8

· Reasoning may sound like this:  “All the pieces are the same size.  
So if you have three-eighths, of course it’s more than five-eighths.”  

Same number of parts but parts of different sizes.

· Example: Compare 3/4 and 3/7 

· Reasoning may sound like this:  “I have the same number of parts in both. Three-fourths is larger than three-sevenths because fourths are much larger than sevenths.”

More and less than one-half or one whole.

· Example: Compare 3/7 and 5/8

· Reasoning may sound like this:  “3/7 is less than half of the number of sevenths needed to make a whole, so 3/7 is less than a half.  5/8 is more than one-half because 4/8 is equal to one-half.  Therefore, 5/8 is the larger fraction.”

· Example: Compare 5/4 and 7/8

· Reasoning may sound like this:  “5/4 is bigger than one whole because 4-fourths is equal to one whole.  7/8 is one-eighth away from one whole.  Therefore, 5/4 is the larger fraction.”

Distance from one-half or one whole.

· Example: Compare 9/10 and 3/4

· Reasoning may sound like this:  “Each fraction is one (fractional) part away from one whole and tenths are smaller than fourths.  Therefore, nine-tenths is closer to one whole than three-fourths and thus is the larger fraction.”

· Example: Compare 3/8 and 2/6

· Reasoning may sound like this:  “3/8 is one-eighth away from one-half and 2/6 is one-sixth away from one-half.  Eighths are smaller than sixths so 3/8 is the larger fraction because it is closer to one-half.”
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