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25 minute session

Purpose:  We will be exploring ways to work with fractions with understanding.  Before we start getting further into our work with fractions it is important for us to get ourselves grounded in  this big idea called “understanding.”

To get us started we will read a small section from the “Teaching Mathematics through Problem-Solving” book.  

Activity #1:  (10 minutes)

Everyone reads “Problem Solving and Understanding – Mutual Support Systems” (bottom of p. 6– p. 7) and the introduction to “Benefits of Learning with Understanding” (p. 7). 

Count off at your tables 1 – 6

#1 and #2:  Understanding Is Motivating 

                   Understanding Promotes More Understanding

#3 and #4:  Understanding Helps Memory

                   Understanding Enhances Transfer

#5 and #6:  Understanding Influences Attitudes and Beliefs

                   Understanding Promotes the Development of Autonomous Learners

Activity #2:  (10 minutes)

Pairs talk briefly at their tables and identify two or three important ideas from their two sections and why they selected them as important to share with their table group.  

Activity #3:  (5 minutes)

Pairs explain their important ideas and why they selected them.  As a table group the closing question is:

· How might the ideas about understanding guide our thinking as we work with students, other teachers, administrators, and parents?

