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Teachers at all grade levels, including college instructors, tend to view mathematics in terms of subject matter, such as definitions, theorems, proofs, problems and their solutions, and so on, not in terms of the conceptual tools that are necessary to construct such mathematical objects. While knowledge of and focus on subject matter is indispensable for quality teaching, I argue it is not sufficient. Teachers should also concentrate on conceptual tools that constitute an important category of knowledge different from the subject matter category. In this talk, I will present a definition according to which mathematics consists of two categories of knowledge.�Epistemological considerations and pedagogical consequences of this�definition will be discussed in the context of and proof.�








