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It takes a community
The Access to Success plan recognizes that to be a 

success, the entire UWM community must embrace its goals 
and actions. In January, Riley and McAvoy joined seven 
fellow students on a panel to discuss the Access to Success 
experience with campus administrators. The discussion 
covered everything from clubs to dorm life to classes.

“We responded to questions about everything from 
whether it was hard to study for midterms and finals in the 
dorms, to how students who didn’t live in the dorms got 
involved with campus clubs,” says McAvoy.

“It felt good to help with Access to Success.” 

Numbers tell the story, too
While students like Brandy Riley and Megan McAvoy are 

testimony to the impact of the Access to Success initiative, 
the numbers also tell the story.

In its initial year (2005), Access to Success programs 
such as first-year courses, tutoring, the summer Bridge 
program and supplemental instruction made a difference 
for undergraduate students at UWM, leading to higher 
retention and graduation rates, says Provost Rita Cheng. 
(See Chart 2.)

The second freshman cohort (2006) had higher 
satisfactory-performance rates for Access to Success 
participants than the 2005 cohort – that is, the programs 
were more successful. (See Chart 3.)

“We’ve seen that Access to Success initiatives are having 
a positive impact,” Cheng says. “For 2007, we are working 
to increase participation. While some programs such as 
Freshman Seminars touch much of the freshman class, 
others, such as supplemental instruction, need to reach 
more students who would benefit from the extra attention.”

Participation did increase in 2006. (See Chart 4.)

Looking ahead
With the help of input from students like Riley and 

McAvoy, there are exciting developments for Access to 
Success during the upcoming academic year.

A new Student Success Center is being established that 
will bring Access to Success initiatives such as tutoring, 
undergraduate research and mentoring together in one 
administrative home.

Learning Communities are being expanded. Members 
of these communities attend many of their classes together. 
Special events are being planned outside the classroom to 
enhance student learning and allow students to develop 
relationships with faculty members and classmates.

Access to Success already is having an impact on  
student achievement. It  looks toward even greater  
success in the future.

Freshman Mentoring Network 173%

Undergraduate Research Opportunity Program 150%

Math Course Re-Design 100%

Supplemental Instruction 48%

Summer Bridge Program 24%
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