
 SYLLABUS 
Native American Forestry 

Spring, 2007 
 

Class Times:  1:00-3:30 Wednesday 
  
Instructor & Office Hours: 

Dr. Demchik (CNR 246; mdemchik@uwsp.edu)  
Dr. Foret (CPS 436; mforet@uwsp.edu) TBA 

 
Required Text:  Tim Silver.  A New Face on the Countryside: Indians, Colonists & Slaves in South Atlantic 
Forests, 1500-1800  
 
Ronald Satz, Chippewa Treaty Rights, The Reserved Rights of Wisconsin's Chippewa Indians in Historical 
Perspective  
 
 
REQUIRED FIELD TRIP  Full day trip to see Native American Forestry in a modern context 
 
Course Objectives: 

1. Increase student awareness of the cultural history of North American forests (EL, NW) 
a. How Native Americans impacted forest conditions prior to European occupation of the continent 
b. How their historic management patterns influence current management  

2. Increase student ability to describe the relationship of Native American society to forested ecosystems and 
how they have affected each other (EL) 

3. Increase student ability to analyze both historic and current environmental issues from a different cultural 
perspective (NW) 

4. Increase student awareness of tribal entities involved in natural resource management  
5. Increase student awareness of the scope, impact and legal interpretation of treaty rights (EL, NW) 
6. Increase student awareness of alternative ways of viewing forest management and alternative management 

patterns/prescriptions (EL, NW) 
7. Increase student awareness of historic, socioeconomic and ecological implications of selected issues (i.e. 

treaty rights and scope of tribal land management efforts) and how these rights impact current societal 
demands on the shared resource (EL) 

8. Increase student awareness of the cultural component of describing and evaluating impacts on the 
environment (i.e. what appears to be good management to one culture can appear to be terrible destruction 
to another culture). (EL)  

9. Increase student ability to work with and for tribal entities 
10. Increase student comparative advantage in the job market when making application to tribal entities or 

those groups working with tribal entities  

Class Format:  This course will involve reading of cultural, historic and ethanobotany papers and reports.  You will 
be expected to have done the readings prior to class discussion periods (readings are listed next to the discussion 
periods and, with the exception of required books, are available in e-reserve).  This will greatly influence your 
understanding of the content and your resulting participation during class.  Our in-class time will be divided into 
three formats: discussion (and/or learning circles), guest speakers and lecture.   
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TOPICAL OUTLINE and  READING ASSIGNMENTS (highlighted areas include required 
readings) 
 
Week First 45 minutes Second 45 Minutes Third 45 minutes 
1 General course introduction 

Project discussion 
Cultural Introduction Basic Forestry History and Forestry 

Terms 
2 Cultural Introduction (guest 

speaker) 
Early historic record of Indian 
burning 

Discussion of Paper Mechanics 
Timeline due date 

3 Ecological implication of 
burning (savannas, prairies 
etc.) 

Indians and the US 
constitution 

Quiz-  Discussion of the ecological and 
social impacts of fire suppression 
(Williams paper and Whitlock paper) 

4 Culturally Modified Trees 
(how they originated, 
examples) 

Treaty Rights Quiz-  Discussion based on ‘Chippewa 
Treaty Rights” chapters 

5 Midwest and East Coast Ag History of Columbian 
Exchange 

Quiz-  Discussion of impacts of Ag 
(Doug MacCleery paper and Davies 
Paper) 

6 TBA Quiz-  Discussion on how NA altered 
succession (Silver book, Bromley paper 
and Suzuki Foundation paper 

7 Food and fiber uses (SE and NE)  On-campus field tour 
8 Open computer lab for work on posters (CNR 322 and CNR 356) 
9 Presentation by guest speaker and Field Trip  
10 TBA 
11 Tribal management by 

Menominee 
History Quiz-  Discussion (Menominee Indian 

Timber Case History) 
Papers electronically due to group 
partners 

12 Critique of papers and posters 
13 More on tribal management (hopefully a guest speaker) 
14 
15 

Student Presentations and Follow-up Learning Circle 

 
Individual Research Project/Learning Circle-  You will be divided into groups of six students.  Each of you will 
select a specific Native American group (list at end of syllabus).  You will research this group using written 
historical accounts or natural resource based reports, internet research and if appropriate, interviews with tribal 
foresters or historians.  The topic of this paper will be either historic or current natural resource use and/or 
management by these groups.  A timeline on how you will meet the requirements of this paper is due by Wednesday 
of the second week of class.  You will prepare a 15-20 page paper and a visual (poster) display that will be hung in 
the hallway of the CNR for public exhibition.  On the 8th week of class, you will be given the entire class period to 
work on the visual portion of the presentation.  While the paper must be individual, the visual display can be done in 
groups of 2 or 3 if appropriate.  During this same class, the rough draft of your paper is due to the instructors (if this 
is turned in late, you will drop a full letter grade in final grade for the class).  During week 10, you will send out 
your paper to your group members for review.  During week 12 you will critique these papers in class.  During 
weeks 14 and 15, you will present your research to your group of six people.   
 
Grading of the research project (which is 50% of the total grade for the class) will be based on the written paper 
(50%), visual display (25%) and group participation (as assessed by peer evaluation and instructor observation) 
(25%).  If you do not have adequate input on the other students papers, the last 25% of your project grade will be 
forfeited.  The results of these projects may be used in future classes.   
 
EXAMS AND GRADING 
Exam 1 and 2 (take home)  20% each 
Quizzes    10% total 
Learning Circle Project  50% (see specifics on the grading of this section above)  



 
ATTENDANCE POLICY 
 This class is greatly influenced by attendance.  Each unexcused absence will result in a 2% reduction in 
your final grade.  If you have a legitimate reason for missing, you MUST submit it to an instructor IN WRITING.  
This policy protects you and ensures that we are fair in grading everyone. 
  
Citations for Required Readings (This is subject to additions and deletions.) 
 
Adams, E.C. 1988.  United States Forest Service: programmatic issues concerning Native Americans. Gen-Tech-
Rep-RM-Rocky-Mt-For-Range-Exp-Stn-U-S-Dep-Agric-For-Serv. Fort Collins, Colo. : The Station. 1988. (164) p. 
32-35.  
 
Adams, E.C.; Brandt, E.; Ladd, E.; Leonard, T.; Pilles, P.J.Jr.; Tamez, S.  1988. Modeling solutions to Indian needs 
concerning cultural and natural resources on Forest Service and other public lands. Gen-Tech-Rep-RM-Rocky-Mt-
For-Range-Exp-Stn-U-S-Dep-Agric-For-Serv. Fort Collins, Colo. : The Station. 1988. (164) p. 41-51.  
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wildlife.  J of Wildlife Management 35: 520-532.  
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Portland, Or. : The Council.  Selected info. 
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Martinez, D. 1993. Back to the future: Ecological restoration, the historical forest, and traditional Indian stewardship. 
Presented to "A Watershed Perspective on Native Plants" Conference, 2/26/93, Olympia, WA. American Indian 
Cultural Center, Talent, OR.  
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Reservations with significant timber ownerships (over 10,000 of timber) Information from 
Intertribal Timber Council. 1993

Annette Islands 
Bad River 
Blackfeet 
Bois Forte 
Coeur D’Alene 
Colville 
Crow 
Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Flathead 
Grand Portage 
Grand Ronde 
Hoopa Valley  
Hualapai 
Jicarilla 
Lac Courte Oreilles 
Lac Du Flambeau 
Leech Lake 
Makah 
Menominee 
Mescalero Apache 
Mississippi Choctaw 
Navajo 
Nez Perce 
Northern Cheyenne 
Passamaquoddy 
Penobscot 
Quinault 
Red Lake 
San Carlos 
Siletz 
Southern Ute 
Spokane 
Stockbridge/Munsee 
Tulalip 
Tule River 
Uintah and Ouray 
Umatilla 
Warm Springs 
White Earth 
White Mt. Apache 
Yakima 
 


	Native American Forestry
	 TOPICAL OUTLINE and  READING ASSIGNMENTS (highlighted areas include required readings)
	EXAMS AND GRADING
	ATTENDANCE POLICY

