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A Happy New Year to all Friends: I
trust you had a pleasant holiday
season and that your new year is off
to a good start.

Friends affairs and programs
continue to be in very good health,
thanks to you, who give the Golda
Meir Library at UWM your financial
and moral support. GAL. is truly an
outstanding resource for the whole community, not just
for the UWM faculty, staff and students. This was
indicated clearly in a recent survey of library users when
we learned that approximately 10% of our patrons were
community users.

I'm pleased to report that. to keep pace with our rapid
development from a small group to an organization of
over 650 members, the Friends will soon be looking at
expanding its Board of directors, to allow for more
participation. This, plus a few minor technical changes to
the Bylaws, will be an item for Friends to consider at our
Annual Meeting later this year.

In the meantime, the Friends' Spring 98 booksale 1s
coming up. We’d very much appreciate your help in
staffing the sale and with keeping the display of books in
good order. To volunteer some time (it can be as little as
an hour) please call Linda Kopp at 229-6202.

1996-97 Academic Year
Projects and Activities

The Friends had another active year in 1996-97:

> Over $16,100 was provided by the Friends in support
of the Golda Meir Library for:

o the Special Collections Book For[u]ms on the
book as an art form

o the reception at the October 23, 1996
American Geographical Society Collection
symposium, "The Sphere of the Cartographer"

o the reception at the April 16, 1997 8th annual
Holzheimer Lecture, Maps and America, "Mapping
the West"

o the purchase of Special Collections materials
with the proceeds of the 1996 used book sale

o the purchase of a rare book, 4 Private Fall, by
Robert Bly for Special Collections

o  funding for library staff travel and professional
development

o funding for the Library Director’s unrestricted
account for general Library support

o the purchase of a rare 18th century French map
of the Holy Land (the Nolin map), for the American
Geographical Society Collection

>  The first issue of the Friends’ newsletter was
published.

>  The Scholar and the Library speaker series was
again sponsored by the Friends.

> The April 2-3, 1997 used book sale brought in
$2,867.53, one of the highest amounts ever obtained in a
Friends book sale.

> A talk April 24, 1997 by speaker Alice Wexler,
author of Mapping Fate: A Memoir of Family, Risk, and
Genetic Research (UCLA, 1995) was co-sponsored with
the Center for Twentieth Century Studies.

> June 1, 1997, the Annual Meeting program, "The
Iron Brigade, " and the accompanying exhibit of Civil
War maps, documents, and books attracted Civil War
enthusiasts.
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