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It has been a remarkable vear for the Friends and our mission to
support and promote the UWM Libraries, A Friends' task force,
led by board member Marianne Lubar, helped raise the private
financial support needed for the Daniel M. Soref Learning
Commons project to move forward this fall. This exciting
renovation, designed by the award winning Kubala Washatko
Architects, Inc., will transform the Golda Meir Library’s west
wing first floor into an attractive, flexible, and technology-rich
learning space, truly enhancing student success.

Other Friends” successes included a fall trip to Chicago for
a special curator-led tour of “Maps: Finding Our Place in the
World.” This wonderful exhibit at the Field Museum showcased
three maps owned by the American Geographical Society
Library along with many other cartographic treasures from
around the globe. We also visited the Newberry Library where a
fourth AGS Library map was on view.

In February, the Friends presented our second annual book
signing/cooking demonstration. Milwaukee author Paul Salsini
spoke about his book, The Cielo: A Novel of Wartime Tuscany,
and chef-instructors Elissa Franke and Simonetta Palazio
offered a demonstration of Tuscan cooking, as well as delicious
samples. And in May, we co-sponsored the Holzheimer “Maps
and Amernica” lecture as part of the 30th anniversary celebration
of the AGS Library’s move to Milwankee. More than 150
people attended this event, which received some very nice
coverage in the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel.

Financially, we have done well too. Our cash balance
increased, and we were again able to help support many of the
Libraries’ excellent programs, including the Morris Fromkin
Memorial Lecture, Revisiting Our Past local history lecture, and
UWM’s Academic Adventurers series. We also contributed
funding for staff development.

As has been the case for the last five years, our fall and
spring used book sales each raised more than 36,000 for the
acquisition of new materials for the UWM Libraries. [ want to
thank Board members Deborah Conta and Nancy Laskin for
organizing the sales, and all the Friends members who
volunteered to staff them.

This spring we initiated a campaign to recruit new
members, with a focus on our campus neighbors, and designed
a handsome new membership brochure. And we have expanded
the ways 1o join or renew: we now offer easy e-payment via our
web site at www libraryfriends uwm.edu.

The coming months promise to be busy ones for the Libraries
and the Friends. We will be planning new programs and events
and promoting the new Daniel M. Soref Learning Commons, The
Board welcomes your involvement in the organization, as well as
your support. If you would like 1o become involved with the
Friends, please contact me or the Libraries Development Director,
Susan Modder (414-220-3203).

Thank you.
Pat Van Alyea
Par2344@sbeglobal net

FriENDS SuprorT NEw LEARMING COMMONS

Thanks to the efforts of the Friends Board members who
worked together on the Library Renovation Task Force,
construction of the new Daniel M. Soref Learning Commons
will move forward as envisioned, with the first phase of the
project slated to begin late this fall. The Task Force, which
surpassed its fundraising goal, included Marianne Lubar
(Chair), Betty Bostrom, Larry Compton, Suzy Ettinger, Sarah
Kimball, Bob Meldman, George Mosher, Jill Pelisek, Bob
Pietrykowski, and Pat Van Alyea.

The entire Friends Board contributed to the renovation
fund raising campaign. For more information about the Daniel
M. Soref Learning Commons, visit
www.uwm.edu/Libraries/renovation/.

Artist’s rendering of main desk in Daniel M. Soref Learning Commons,
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