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The current exhibition by Samuel Williams 
at UWM’s Inova/Kenilworth gallery is truly a 
“work in progress.” A new sculpture is created 
every day the gallery is open by volunteers 
who receive instructions from Williams via 
fax, email or telephone.

Wiliams is a British artist working primar-
ily in sculpture and video. His work tends 
to focus on limitations of materials and time 
(for example, his series of 20-second sculp-
tures, made from whatever’s at hand within 
the one-third minute time constraint). For 
this exhibition, Inova is engaging the artist’s 
inventive capabilities, and the limitations of 
his living in a country an ocean away. 

The exhibition is growing from what 
began as an empty gallery with the aid 
of volunteers drawn from students in the 
Peck School of the Arts and the Milwaukee 
community.

As Williams states, “Often projects cannot 
happen because of a lack of materials, budget 

or time. This work tries to make a positive 
out of those limitations. A limitation itself 
can be just another tool. They are things that 
generate unexpected outcomes, things that 
push creativity in interesting directions. It is 
not about setting oneself up to fail, but about 
looking for potential, and working with that.”

Williams’s video works are being shown 
in Inova’s screening room throughout the 
exhibition. By the end of the exhibition on 
Sunday, June 19, 38 Williams sculptures 
should occupy the space. 

Gallery hours are Wednesday and Friday-
Sunday noon-5 p.m., and Thursday noon-
8 p.m. All exhibitions are free to the public.

Williams was educated at Manchester 
Metropolitan University, the University of 
Brighton and the Royal College of Art in 
London. Most recently, he completed a resi-
dency at the Kyoto City University of Arts in 
Japan.
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