










We expect higher performance from our cars, our 
computers and our appliances. Maybe we should also 
expect more from urban buildings.

“Anyone can design you a hospital,” says architecture 
student Sarah Freidel. “But what would happen if an 
architect could say, ‘I can design you a hospital that will 
help your patients heal two days faster’?”

It’s more than a rhetorical question. The idea is backed 
up by research that shows that linking interiors to natural 
elements like daylight, water and botanicals accelerates the 
healing process.

Thinking of such possibilities is the point of an unusual 
design studio experience for UWM students. Taught in 
downtown Chicago, it brings research on how people 
behave to bear in designing urban buildings.

The studio, led by Neil Frankel, a Chicago architect and 
the Fitzhugh Scott Endowed Chair in Design Excellence 
at the School of Architecture and Urban Planning is 
sponsored by Haworth, one of the largest furniture 
producers in the country. Haworth has committed  
to a renewable three-year sponsorship of the  
Chicago studio.

“Something that’s bothered me 
for a while is that we’re still defining 
architectural questions the same 
way we have for decades – and 
here we are in an age with access 
to unlimited information,” says 
Frankel. “Why are we relying just 
on precedent or intuition?”

A mega-classroom
The studio, heading toward 

its fifth semester, encourages 
budding architects to seek 
unconventional, user-centric 
features, backed by social 
research. They investigate 
“interior architecture,” and 
have their work critiqued by 
some of Chicago’s leading 
architects.

A dozen UWM students are chosen for the studio in a 
competitive interview process. Because of the sponsorship, 
they get fully outfitted studio space to work at the 
Merchandise Mart in downtown Chicago, with access to 
showrooms such as Haworth’s, and receive a $3,000 grant 
that covers tuition and materials for 15 academic credits. 
Students pay for their food and housing.

What does Hayworth get out of it? The first look at 
young talent, and an investment in design education,  
says Frankel.

“It has been an extraordinary experience for us all,” 
he says, “with fantastic results – not the least of which is 
that graduating students have been placed in the most 
prestigious architectural firms in the country.”

Reinventing architecture
Dan Hager, a senior in graphic arts, jumped at the 

opportunity to join the architecture studio, after he had 
participated in a workshop that involved both disciplines 
last year.

Architecture students  
blend design, behavior  
in unique Chicago studio
By Laura L. Hunt
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In forming his design for a religious-based community 
center in Chicago, Hager pondered location. Then he 
found a study that bolstered his feeling that the structure 
needed to be close to where people lived: “Every 10 
minutes added to a commute for an urban worker reduces 
their community involvement by 10 percent.”

 “We’re always going to have creative plans,” says 
graduate student Mike Marianek. “They’re decisions  
we have to make anyway. But here, we use the research  
as a filter.”

The second class tackled design of the new CBS Chicago 
headquarters. And, although their work was theoretical, 
they did get to meet with company officials – even from the 
editorial department – to present their findings and ideas.

Chicago skyline
Sunny Yim, Abby White and Christopher Botham had 

the Chicago skyline to inspire them.
“First they had to reinvent or reinterpret a culture for 

the company,” says Frankel. “They were polite, but frank. 
Some told company officials they shouldn’t miss 

the opportunity to expand the role of public 
involvement at the television station.”

The resulting work can be unique, he 
says. For example, the old CBS building 
had a glass corner studio so that people 
on the street could watch programs 
being broadcast.

 “Students in our studio took 
down the wall entirely, leaving it 
open-air and literally inviting the 
public into the studio,” he says. “To 
keep the weather out, they proposed 
new technology they called a ‘wind 
curtain.’” The absence of the studio 
wall then visually connected it to the 
adjacent outdoor Civic Center Plaza.

This past semester, the studio used the newly created 
Spertus Institute of Jewish Studies as a template. “Given 
the geopolitical conditions today, the challenge was to 
interpret the institute as an organization that welcomes all 
cultures,” says Frankel.

SARUP a standout
Frankel, an award-winning architect and former 

associate partner and director of architectural interiors 
for the firm of Skidmore, Owings & Merrill (SOM), first 
took notice of UWM architecture students when the firm 
invited its partners to mentor students from the college 
of their choice. While others chose Ivy League schools, 
Frankel, who isn’t from Wisconsin and isn’t an alumnus, 
picked UWM.

The reason: It was impossible to ignore.
“In the Chicago student competitions of the American 

Institute of Architects, UWM kids take the majority of the 
prizes and have for years,” he says. “What comes through is 
the rigor of the UWM program. They are practice-ready.”

Six years ago, Frankel retired his partnership at SOM to 
devote more time to teaching. He and wife Cindy Coleman 
also own an independent design business, and Dick 
Haworth is one of their clients.

Several Milwaukee-based faculty members also are 
teaching classes in the studio. Gil Snyder (recipient of 
the 1997 UWM Alumni Association Award for Teaching 
Excellence), Nancy Hubbard, Brian Schermer, Larry 
Witzling and Brian Wishne regularly travel to the Windy 
City to expand the curriculum.

Frankel is betting the studio will yield the next 
generation of fresh thinkers-designers.

“To a person, the students all said they wouldn’t start 
another project without first doing the research.”

Architecture students in Neil Frankel’s Chicago studio get total access to the Haworth 
Showroom at the Chicago Merchandise Mart. The furniture maker sponsors the studio. 
Pictured (from left) are Cat Pham, Isaac Wallace and Amy Shepherd.

Studio participants, with Neil Frankel (in black)
standing in the center, use the City of Chicago  
as its classroom.

Sunny Yim, Abby White and Christopher Botham 
had the Chicago skyline to inspire them.
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Graduates of UWM’s School of Architecture and Urban Planning live, teach and practice all over the world. 
We asked SARUP Dean Robert Greenstreet to help us choose seven outstanding alumni to highlight. 

By Bea Bourgeois

Building a worldwide reputation

British Embassy, Rabat, Morocco

Ken Christian (’88 MARCH, ’85 BS Architectural 
Studies) began his career with RKTL Associates in their Fort 
Lauderdale, Fla., office, and between 1988 and 1991 worked 
primarily on projects in Brazil, Portugal and France, many of 
which were large-scale retail developments. In 1991 he moved 
to RKTL’s London office to help build the architectural team in 
the UK, covering work both in the UK and across continental 
Europe. The office grew from an original staff of six to more 
than 100 and now employs 130 people as the design hub for the 
UK and the rest of Europe as well as Russia, Africa, the Middle 
East and India. Christian was promoted to vice president in1997 and made a director 
of the London office in 2004. His work focuses mainly on mixed-use urban projects 
comprising retail, office, hotel and residential components, primarily in the UK and 
the Middle East. He recently established a satellite office in Dubai. Current projects 
include a five-star hotel in Belgrade, Serbia; a retail scheme in south London; and a 
hotel, retail and leisure project in Manama, Bahrain.

Matthew Dumich (’03 MARCH, ’99 BS 
Architectural Studies) is a recipient of the 2008 UWM 
Alumni Association GOLD 
(Graduate of the Last Decade) 
Award. Turn to page 23 for his 
profile.

Extended Stay Hotel, Chicago
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Building a worldwide reputation

Vincent James (’78 MARCH, ’75 BS 
Architectural Studies) is founding 
principal of VJAAArchitects, a 25-
person firm based in Minneapolis 
with a focus on designing 
innovative, highly crafted 
buildings. The office has received 
10 national design awards within 
the past eight years, including six 
Progressive Architecture Awards 
and two National American 
Institute of Architects Honor Awards. In 2001, the 
firm received the Award in Architecture from the 
American Academy of Arts and Letters. Recent projects 
include the Type/Variant House, the Minneapolis 
Rowing Club, a Monastery Guesthouse at St. John’s 
Abbey and student centers at Tulane University and 
the American University at Beirut. James has been an 
adjunct professor at Harvard University’s Graduate 
School of Design from 2000-08. Prior to teaching at 
Harvard, James was appointed the Pavrot Visiting 
Chair in Architecture at Tulane School of Architecture 
in 1998 and 1999. The work of VJAA is the subject of a 
new monograph published by Princeton Architectural 
Press in 2007.

Type/Variant House (Copper House), northern Wisconsin

Khoury & Vogt Architects (KA) was formed by 
Marieanne Khoury-Vogt (’92 MARCH, 
MUP) and her husband Erik Vogt in 2001 as a practice in 
architecture, design and town planning. Each project is linked 
by a common purpose: to contribute to and 
elaborate a worthwhile and memorable public 
realm, pursued through a firm grounding in 
local architectural traditions as well as the 
development and transformation of durable 
building types. Former architectural and 
urban design projects include the award-
winning Oak Plaza in the Design District in 
Miami; Grand Island, a mixed-use building in 
West Coconut Grove; additions to the historic 
DeGarmo estate in Coconut Grove; a four-
story apartment building and townhouses in 
Jersey City, N.J.; and a new town square for 
Tannin, a planned town in Orange Beach, Ala. Planning work 
has included projects in Belgium, Poland and China as well as 
local Miami neighborhood master plans for historic Buena Vista 
and West Coconut Grove. Currently Marieanne and Erik serve as 
the town architects for a New Urbanist Project called Alys Beach 
in the Florida Panhandle. 

The Khoury-Vogts’ home, Dos Flores, Alys Beach, Fla.



Greg Uhen  
(’81 BS Architectural Studies) 
is a recipient of the 2008 UWM 
Alumni Association Distinguished 
Alumnus Award. Turn to page 23 
for his profile.

Cheikh T. Sylla (’86 MARCH, MUP; ’83 
BS Architectural Studies) worked for three years in 
South Florida before starting his own architecture 
firm in Tampa in 1989. Today his firm, SYLLA, Inc., 
handles projects ranging from $50-$80 million in 
cost. A recipient of a 1997 UWM Alumni Association 
GOLD Award, Sylla has further expanded his range 

in real estate development in his native 
Senegal, West Africa. He currently  
is developing a $55 million, 30-story  
condo project in downtown Dakar, the 
capital city of Senegal, with financing 
secured from the United States. Sylla’s 
daughter Khoudia, who was born 
in Milwaukee, currently is studying 
architecture at UWM.

Nnamdi Elleh (’94 MARCH, ’85 BS Architectural 
Studies) is associate professor of architecture history and 
theory at the College of Design, Architecture, Art and 
Planning (DAAP) at the University of Cincinnati. After 
receiving his architecture degrees from UWM, he went on 
to earn a PhD in art history from Northwestern University. 
He is the recipient of many awards, including Samuel Kress 
and Graham Architectural Foundation grants. He was 
the Samuel Ittleson Pre-Doctoral Fellow (2000-02) at the 
Center for Advanced Study in the Visual Arts, National 
Gallery of Art (CASVA), Washington, D.C.; the recipient of the Outstanding Junior 
Faculty award at the University of Cincinnati in 2003; and was named a Distinguished 
Visiting Architectural Historian at the School of Architecture, University of Cape 
Town, South Africa, in 2007. His books include “African Architecture, Evolution 
and Transformation,” the first comprehensive text on African architecture from 
antiquity to the present; “Architecture and Power in Africa”; and “Abuja: The Single 
Most Ambitious Urban Design Project of the 20th Century.” Elleh has contributed 
to several national and international exhibitions, served on the board of directors 
of DOCOMOMO US, and also is a current member of the board of directors of the 
Society of Architectural Historians. Elleh received a 2002 GOLD (Graduate of the 
Last Decade) Award from the UWM Alumni Association.

Milwaukee Intermodal Station

Palm Beach (Fla.) Gardens High School
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2008 UWM Alumni Association awards

Sixteen graduates of the University of Wisconsin–Milwaukee have been 

named recipients of the 2008 UWM Alumni Association awards. They were 

honored at the association’s annual Awards Reception on May 17. Special 

Life Achievement and Distinguished Alumnus award winners also were 

recognized during Spring Commencement ceremonies.

Special Life 
Achievement 
Award

This special award is 

designed to recognize 

outstanding and 

original life experiences 

and accomplishments. In 

the history of the UWM 

Alumni Association, only 

nine alumni have received 

the award.

Joseph Aaron
’51 BS Music Education

Joseph Aaron has contributed to the Milwaukee music scene not only as a teacher and 
performer, but also as an inspiration.

At 88, Aaron is still actively teaching and performing. As Alan J. Borsuk wrote in the 
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel in 2006, “He is still playing the clarinet at top-flight levels in front 
of anyone who will come to listen to him, whether it’s a jazz club, a pizza joint, a Christmas 
party, a grand opening, an elegant wedding. He is what he has been for decades: a Milwaukee 
institution, the man on the bandstand whose musicianship is impeccable, whose style is part 
tuxedo elegance and part vaudeville.” 

Aaron, whose parents emigrated from Russia, grew up in a home where his father played 
the trumpet and everyone in the family played an instrument, and became a professional 
musician (saxophone and clarinet) in his teens. Aaron graduated from North Division High 
School and UWM predecessor Milwaukee State Teachers College. 

Aaron was a saxophone instructor at UWM for eight years. Described as a longtime 
supporter of the UWM School of Education, he taught for 30 years at Juneau High School in 
Milwaukee (music for five, social studies for 25). Aaron’s resume includes 65 years of private 
studio teaching as well. 

He played for 34 years with the Holiday on Ice Orchestra and 25 years with the Melody  
Top Orchestra, played lead tenor for Clyde McCoy and his Sugar Blues Orchestra and 
appeared as a soloist with the Milwaukee Symphony Orchestra. Aaron also served as a  
staff musician with WTMJ-TV.

The list of jazz festivals Aaron has performed in is lengthy. In 2003, the Wisconsin Area 
Music Industry presented him with its Hall of Fame Award (WAMI Award). He also is a 
recipient of the Civic Music Association’s Lifetime Achievement in Music Award and the 
Milwaukee Symphony Orchestra’s Salute to Educators Award. 

In 2002, he and his son Rick (a flutist) were recorded live with the Paul Spencer  
Band. The notes to that CD, “The Paul Spencer Band − For the First Time…Joe Aaron  
and Rick Aaron Together,” state that “almost every saxophone player in Milwaukee has  
studied with Joe at some time.”

The CD notes also describe how Aaron “shatters most people’s definitions of  
retirement as he maintains a schedule of 20 private music students and performs  
with several jazz ensembles.”



Juan Carlos Campuzano 
Distinguished Alumnus Award  
in the Field of Science

’78 PhD Physics, ’73 MS Physics, ’72 BS 
Applied Mathematics and Physics

A native of Paraguay, Juan Carlos Campuzano 
came to Milwaukee in 1969 to attend UWM, 
and he has been a research force in the field of 
physics ever since. After finishing all three of 
his degrees here, he went on to a distinguished 
academic career.

At the University of Illinois at Chicago 
(UIC), where he has been a faculty member 
since 1985, Campuzano has built a world-
renowned program that integrates experimental 
and theoretical physics, and has mentored 
an outstanding group of young scientists. 
He also is internationally recognized for his 
contributions to the study of high-temperature 
superconductivity. 

Superconductors are materials that allow 
electrical current to move perpetually through 

them without any 
loss of energy. 
Superconductivity 
holds great 
promise for 
improved energy 
transmission, 
high-speed 
computing and 
other applications 
in the future. But 
so far, it is limited 
by obstacles such 
as temperature.

He currently holds the title of Distinguished 
Professor and also serves as Senior Physicist 
at the Argonne National Laboratory in 
Chicago. Last year, he was named an Argonne 
Distinguished Fellow for his outstanding 
accomplishments in condensed-matter physics. 
This position is equivalent to an endowed chair 
at a university.

Also in 2007, Campuzano was a recipient 
of an Outstanding Technical Achievement 
Award from the Hispanic Engineer National 
Achievement Award Corporation (HENAAC).

Campuzano has recently been funded by 
the National Science Foundation to build an 
experimental facility that will make use of the 
world’s brightest sources of X-rays at Argonne 
National Laboratory. The facility, which will be 
unique in the United States, will allow a sample 
of electrons to be taken from deep inside metals 
rather than on the surface, where electrons 
often behave differently.

He returns to UWM to give lectures and also 
collaborates with UWM faculty in physics and 
chemistry who had not yet joined the faculty 
when he was a student.

Daniel J. Diliberti
Distinguished Alumnus in  
the Field of Public Service

’73 MS Urban Affairs, ’69 BS Political Science

Milwaukee County Treasurer Daniel J. 
Diliberti has made a career of public service. 
Prior to being elected 
treasurer in 2004, he 
served as Milwaukee 
County supervisor 
from the 8th district for 
12 years. He served the 
county board as vice 
chairman, chairman of 
the Finance Committee 
and chairman of the 
Parks Committee.   

Diliberti grew up 
on Milwaukee’s near 
South Side. Shortly 
after receiving his 
undergraduate degree, he and his wife Ann, 
whom he met at UWM, joined the Peace Corps, 
helping low-income residents of Santiago, Chile, 
build their own homes. After returning to 
Milwaukee, he was active in United Farm Workers 
of America boycotts and protests, and marched 
with Father James Groppi for  
open housing.

“What UWM did for me,” he said in a 2001 
article in a College of Letters and Science 
publication, “was expose me to a lot of ideas 
– the women’s movement, the environmental 
movement, the civil rights movement. It 
broadened my perspectives, which led me to the 
Peace Corps.”

After returning to UWM for a master’s degree 
in Urban Studies, he began a long career of 
public and nonprofit service. He was director of 
the Inner City Development Project in the 1980s, 
and then began working for the County Board 
of Supervisors as a fiscal and policy/planning 
analyst. 

He earned a master’s degree in journalism 
from Marquette, and served UWM as director of 
campus and community relations and assistant 
vice chancellor for university relations. He has 
also taught in the Department of Governmental 
Affairs at UWM’s School of Continuing 
Education.

After his election to the Board of Supervisors, 
he worked to establish a county hotline to protect 
whistle-blowers, and helped develop a lobbying 
law and campaign reform measures. He also 
was an advocate for preserving and protecting 
the county parks system. He was a member of 
the Executive Committee and the Planning 
and Research Committee for the Southeastern 
Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission from 
1994-2004.

Diliberti has received numerous national and 
local awards, including the National Association 
of Counties’ Courthouse Award for the 
Milwaukee County Treasurer’s Office. This award  
 

is given to a large urban county department that 
demonstrates innovative and effective leadership, 
team-building and improved efficiency and 
performance. He has also received the Scott 
Greer Award from UWM’s Department of Urban 
Studies.

Diliberti, the first in his family to complete 
a college degree, “is a good example of UWM’s 
urban mission in action,” wrote a nominator.

Ruth B. Leff  
Distinguished Alumnus Award in 
the Field of Health Sciences

’68 MS Communication, ’67 BS Speech 
Pathology

Inspired by a desire to help her sister, who 
had multiple sclerosis, Ruth B. Leff has devoted 
her life to improving the lives of those with 
physical and developmental disabilities.

When her sister Pauline was in the last stages 
of MS, unable to utter a sound or move a finger 
or toe, Leff created a simple system to help her 
communicate. She put some pictures of basic 
needs into clear vinyl envelopes and joined 
them with a metal ring. She tied the ring to the 
hospital bed. Leff would hold up the pictures 
and say the words; by interpreting Pauline’s 
facial expressions, she was able to figure out 
what her sister wanted.

In 1953, when she was 23, Leff was one of 
the founders of the Multiple Sclerosis Society 
of Milwaukee. It became one of the strongest 
groups in the country. She remained active in 

the organization 
for 38 years.  

Ruth enrolled 
at UWM at the 
age of 35, after 
the death of her 
sister and shortly 
after the birth of 
her fourth child. 
Taking one course 
per semester, 
she graduated 
in 1967 with a 
bachelor’s degree. 
She received 

her master’s degree in 1968, and her teacher 
certification one year later.

Ruth was an early pioneer in the field of 
Augmentative and Alternative Communication 
(AAC). She holds nine patents, eight in the 
United States and one in Canada. In 1977, at the 
age of 50, she tried to find a distributor for the 
“Talking Pictures” she had created for her sister. 
Told that the potential market was too small, 
Leff founded her own company, Crestwood 
Communication Aids Inc., to distribute the 
product herself. The company now carries more 
than 300 assistive products for children and 
adults, 90 percent of them developed by Leff. 

Leff was instrumental in having “Speech 
Pathologist” nationally recognized as a 

Distinguished Alumnus Awards
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professional title. In 2005, she received 
the Lifetime Achievement Award from the 
Wisconsin Speech and Hearing Association.

In addition to her professional 
accomplishments, Leff is a physical fitness 
advocate who has earned 87 records in race 
walking. In 1985, she won the Athletic Congress 
Award for Outstanding Master Female Race 
Walker. She began race walking at the age of 54.

Now 81, Leff still runs the company she 
founded – and still walks every day.

Avi Shaked
Distinguished Alumnus Award 
in the Field of Business and 
Engineering

’80 BS Electrical Engineering

Avi Shaked is president and owner of 
Onward Technologies, a Chicago firm that 
provides Web-based products and solutions. 
As a former recipient of a UWM scholarship, 
Shaked has returned the favor. He and his wife, 
Dr. Babs Waldman, pledged $1 million in 2005 
to the College of Engineering and Applied 
Science (CEAS) Scholarship Fund. 

Shaked left Israel in 1975 for America, 
hoping to work in the emerging computer 
industry. He had a friend who already was 
enrolled at UWM, so he came to Milwaukee. 
After completing his first 21 credits with a 3.75 
grade point average, he received a scholarship 
that allowed him to devote more time  
to school.

He joined IBM after graduating, but 
soon saw a future in personal computers 
and left to form his own company. Initially 

providing computer 
maintenance and 
support to law firms 
and other businesses, 
the firm later 
expanded into sales, 
consulting, software 
development 
and custom 
programming. 

In 1998, Shaked 
tried to retire, selling 
the business to a 

public company. When that company collapsed 
two years later in the “technology bubble,” he 
regained ownership  
of the business, now called Onward 
Technologies, and restored and expanded  
the company’s activities.

The Avi Shaked and Babs Waldman 
Engineering Scholarship Fund has already 
provided scholarships to 60 students in its first 
two years. Shaked and Waldman regularly host 
dinner events for the scholarship recipients. 

Shaked shares personal advice and even gives 
out his e-mail address to students who may have 
additional questions. In fact, a number of  
 

scholarship recipients wrote in support of his 
nomination, citing the personal interest he has 
taken in the program. “Not only has he been 
successful in life, but he has graciously given 
back to create futures for students,” one  
student wrote.

Babs Waldman, a doctor, wrote of her 
spouse’s commitment to UWM: “Avi is most 
grateful for his education. He is proud of 
what UWM gave him and feels that without 
it, he could not have achieved as he did. His 
education at UWM is the foundation upon 
which he built his success, along with, as he 
often says, hard work and a lot of luck.”

Gregory J. Uhen
Distinguished Alumnus Award 
in the Field of Art and Design 

’81 BS Architectural Studies

Gregory J. Uhen has emerged as a true 
civic leader, working to raise the bar on the 
architectural face of Milwaukee, participating 
in efforts to stimulate the local economy and 
demonstrating a philanthropic commitment to 
the community.

As president and CEO of Eppstein Uhen 
Architects (EUA), Milwaukee’s largest 
architectural firm, he has championed catalyst 
projects such as Miller Park, Summerfest and the 
new Milwaukee Intermodal Station. 

Since assuming his leadership role in 1996, 
the firm has doubled in size to nearly 140 
employees, many of whom are UWM graduates.  

The 100-year-old, full-service architecture 
firm is known for its efforts to preserve the 
environment, practice sustainable design 
and create better building environments. Its 
Milwaukee headquarters is in a restored Historic 
Third Ward building. 

Uhen takes an active design and leadership 
role in many of EUA’s most significant projects, 
including the Bayshore Mall redevelopment, 

Milwaukee 
Riverwalk 
and the new 
Manpower 
World 
Headquarters. 
(See page 20 
for an example 
of EUA’s work).

At EUA, 
Uhen has 
encouraged 
a tradition 
of corporate 
giving. 
EUA and its 

employees donate time and dollars to more than 
100 nonprofit organizations, including Safe & 
Sound Inc., the Milwaukee Women’s Center, the 
Latino Community Center and Journey House. 

In 2007, in honor of the firm’s 100th 
anniversary, Uhen established the Eppstein 

Uhen Foundation to increase and focus the 
firm’s giving. That year, the company gave 
nearly 10 percent of its net profits to Wisconsin 
charitable organizations.

To help diversify the field of architecture, 
EUA has provided scholarships and internships 
to minority architecture students since 1995. 
In 2007, the firm began sponsoring a Building 
Information Modeling (BIM) studio course and 
lecture series at the UWM School of Architecture 
& Urban Planning (SARUP), the first of its kind 
in the nation. 

Uhen is also a member of SARUP’s 
prestigious Dean’s Club, whose members have 
given a total of $1 million in life insurance 
policies to the school.

GOLD Awards: 
GraduateS of 
the Last Decade

Matthew M. Dumich 
School of Architecture &  
Urban Planning

’03 MA Architecture, ’99 BS
Architectural Studies

A tireless achiever and volunteer, Matthew 
Dumich blends a passion for hard work with design 
talent and community engagement.

A former student leader at the School of 
Architecture and Urban Planning, he is still taking 
charge as a licensed 
architect with one 
of Chicago’s most 
innovative firms, 
Valerio Dewalt Train 
Associates (VDTA). 
His professional work 
includes several new 
Chicago high-rise 
buildings. (See  
page 18 for an 
example of  
Dumich’s work).

Dumich’s forte is 
helping UWM graduates network with design and 
construction professionals in Chicago by bringing 
together groups to attend a UWM basketball game 
or an alumni event in Chicago. He also serves on the 
UWM Alumni Association Board of Trustees.

As chair of the Young Architects Forum of the 
American Institute of Architects (AIA) Chicago 
chapter, he leads events such as the group’s annual 
“Portfolio Review” and the “Starting a Design  
Firm” discussion series. 

In addition to mentoring both UWM 
architecture students and young professionals, he 
also teaches a design studio at the Illinois Institute  
of Art – Chicago.



Clay W. 
Anton 
Peck School  
of the Arts  

’00 BA Theatre Arts 

Since 2005, Clay W. 
Anton has been the 
Youth Development 
Coordinator of 
Teen Health Crew at 
Children’s Hospital 
of Wisconsin. The 

program is a nationally recognized youth 
development initiative of the Children’s Health 
Education Center, a member of Children’s 
Hospital and Health System.

Anton recruits and co-presents with Teen 
Health Crew members, who talk to other students 
about healthy decision-making, building positive 
relationships and practicing nonviolence.

“Clay’s work transforms high school students 
into leaders,” says Colleen Schultz, education 
manager at the Children’s Health Education 
Center. She says that the Teen Health Crew 
experience allows teens to give back to their 
community, develop life skills and earn 
scholarships.

Anton finds himself frequently drawing on 
the skills from his theater background, such 
as improvisation. “As a person who visits over 
8,000 students a year, I have honed my ability 
to go with what the situation gives you at any 
moment. Children often say and do things that are 
wonderfully unexpected, and it is my goal to use 
their unpredictability to my advantage to enhance 
the quality of my presentation.”

Margaret (Peggy) Kelsey 
Sheldon B. Lubar School  
of Business

’06 EMBA

One of Wisconsin’s top female executives, 
Margaret (Peggy) Kelsey credits her graduate 
education at UWM with giving her “business 
antennae” to identify and understand  
corporate issues.

Kelsey is vice president–finance, corporate 
treasury and business development at Modine 
Manufacturing 
Company, 
headquartered in 
Racine. Modine 
is a global leader 
in thermal 
management 
technology and 
solutions, with 
2007 revenues of 
$1.8 billion.

Prior to joining 
Modine, Kelsey 

was a partner at Quarles & Brady LLP, Milwaukee. 
She joined Modine in 2001 as senior counsel, 
was promoted to an officer in 2002, became 
corporate treasurer in 2006 and assumed her 
current position last year. She has played a key 
role in the company’s global expansion, including 
acquisitions in Asia and Europe.

For her outstanding leadership at Modine, she 
was given the Women of Influence Award in the 
Corporate Executive category by the Milwaukee 
Business Journal.

Kelsey maintains her connections with UWM’s 
Lubar School of Business by helping to champion 
the school’s multiple executive education 
programs at Modine.

Kenneth L. Johnson
School of Education

’04 BS Community Education

Kenneth L. Johnson is a Milwaukee-area civic 
leader. Currently a U.S. Department of Labor 
grant manager at Milwaukee Area Technical 
College, he is a past president of the Milwaukee 
Board of School Directors, a commissioner 

with the City 
of Milwaukee 
Redevelopment 
Authority and a 
member of the 
Milwaukee Public 
Library Board of 
Trustees. 

Johnson was 
elected to two 
terms on the school 
board, serving 
from 1999 to 2007. 
He was elected 
president in 2006. 
During his tenure 
on the board he 

served on the strategic Planning and Budget 
Committee, Finance and Personnel Committee, 
Special Education Committee and Legislation, 
Rules and Policy Committee. From 1996-2002, he 
was a board member of the Downtown Milwaukee 
Montessori Academy. 

Appointed as a commissioner with the 
Redevelopment Authority in 2000, he is involved 
in reviewing comprehensive development 
plans for the city and supervising projects such 
as the downtown Riverwalk and the Park East 
redevelopment. 

As a trustee of the Milwaukee Public Library, 
he has helped coordinate a long-term strategy for 
addressing neighborhood issues and community 
involvement in library service. 

Gustavo Gutierrez
College of Engineering &  
Applied Science

’02 PhD Engineering, ’98 MS Mechanical 
Engineering

Gustavo 
Gutierrez has just 
been named an 
associate professor 
of engineering 
at the University 
of Puerto Rico, 
where he recently 
was promoted and 
granted tenure.

Gutierrez’s 
research has 
contributed 
significantly to 
understanding the fundamental issues of heat 
pipes involved in drilling processes. His work has 
reduced the use of machine coolants that pose 
environmental hazards when they are disposed of. 

He also is involved in the development of 
innovative numerical modeling of thermal 
behaviors of various machining processes. His 
work with nanofluids and magnetic nanoparticles 
has garnered grant awards from the National 
Science Foundation and the Department of 
Defense. 

As a graduate student at UWM, he maintained 
grades at the top of his department and was 
awarded both Graduate School and Dissertation 
Fellowships.

He continues to be involved in UWM. In 2006, 
he gave the Dilip Kohli Memorial Seminar at the 
College of Engineering and Applied Science. 
After participating in a reception for UWM alumni 
living in Puerto Rico, he volunteered to develop a 
communication network for attendees.

Michelle Finet
College of Health Sciences

’01 MS Occupational Therapy, ’01 Certificate in 
Ergonomics, ’99 BS Occupational Therapy

In just two years after graduating with her 
master’s degree, Michelle Finet had become CEO 
of her own therapy-based company, Restorative 
Care Therapies LLC.

Located in 
Phoenix, Ariz., the 
company specialized 
in occupational, 
speech and physical 
therapy. Through a 
contract with the State 
of Arizona, Finet hired 
therapists to provide 
services to children 
ranging in age from 
6 to 18 in home and 
day-care settings.
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Last year, Finet returned to Milwaukee to 
pursue a doctoral degree at UWM in urban 
education, with plans to prepare for a faculty 
position in higher education. 

With guidance from Phyllis King, a UWM 
professor in the Occupational Therapy program, 
Finet has designed an advanced independent 
study course that is developing a risk 
management program for Ozaukee County, Wis.

In addition to her professional pursuits, 
Finet has been actively involved in community 
work, volunteering for Habitat for Humanity 
in Phoenix and Rebuilding Together Greater 
Milwaukee.

Gregory S. MacAyeal
School of Information Studies

’98 MLIS

Gregory S. MacAyeal is both a performing arts 
librarian and an accomplished composer. 

After graduating from UWM, he served as 
fine arts librarian and library events coordinator 
at Augustana College Library in Rock Island, 
Ill. Since 2002, he has been director of the 
Performing Arts Library at Roosevelt University 
in Chicago. He recently supervised a $500,000 

renovation 
of the library, 
which grew out 
of the highly 
ranked Chicago 
Musical College.

MacAyeal 
is active in the 
Music Library 
Association. 
He has served 
on the Board 
of Directors of 
the Millennium 
Chamber 
Players of 

Chicago and the Institutional Review Board of 
Columbia College in Chicago, and has supported 
other educational and arts institutions. He also 
has offered a personal, behind-the scenes look at 
the Performing Arts Library to UWM students in 
the School of Information Studies. 

In addition to his MLIS from UWM, 
MacAyeal holds a master’s degree in music from 
Chicago’s DePaul University. His contemporary 
compositions have been performed in a variety 
of venues in the Chicago area. 

Jeremy S. DeWall, M.D. 
College of Letters & Science

’03 BS Biological Sciences, Pre-Medical 
Studies Certificate

Jeremy DeWall 
is an emergency 
medicine resident 
at the Medical 
College of 
Wisconsin who has 
demonstrated not 
only the highest 
level of academic 
achievement, but 
also a generous 
record of public 
service.

He graduated from the UWM Honors College 
summa cum laude, while also serving others in 
multiple volunteer positions. He volunteered 
with the National Ski Patrol and the American 
Heart Association, and served as a volunteer fire 
fighter in his community, while also working  
as a paramedic.

Despite a busy life as a medical student, 
DeWall coordinated an annual workshop for 
UWM pre-med students to prepare them for the 
medical school interview process. He also raised 
more than $2,000 for the MACC Fund by riding 
annually in the Trek 100k bike ride.

During his residency, DeWall continues his 
numerous volunteer activities and also is deeply 
involved in medical student education and exam-
writing for the National Registry of Emergency 
Medical Technicians.

Aaron Buseh 
College of Nursing

’01 PhD Nursing

Aaron Buseh is an associate professor in 
UWM’s College of Nursing. Having grown up 
and done his undergraduate work in Africa, he 
brings a global perspective to nursing teaching 
and research. 

Currently, he is doing research on the 
transmission and prevention of HIV/AIDS 
in both the U.S. and sub-Saharan Africa. His 
research looks at the role of issues such as social 
stigma, health 
care barriers 
and quality 
of life among 
men, women 
and adolescents 
suffering from 
HIV/AIDS. 

His work has 
been published 
in professional 
journals and 

presented at national and international 
conferences. In 2007, he published his first book, 
“Empowering Resilience: Improving Health Care 
Delivery in War-Impacted African Countries.”

Buseh has received a number of awards for 
his teaching, including the UWM Distinguished 
Undergraduate Teaching Award for 2007-08 and 
an award for excellence in education from Sigma 
Theta Tau International, a nursing honor society.

Buseh also is active in the local community, 
working with the Black Health Coalition of 
Wisconsin and its HIV Task Force. At UWM, 
Buseh serves as faculty adviser to the UWM 
Future Black Nurses. 

Crystal L. Williams 
Helen Bader School of Social 
Welfare

’04 MS, ’99 BS Criminal Justice

Crystal L. Williams is one of very few African 
American women in the country to work in the 
field of forensics as an investigator. She is setting 
the standards for others; having obtained an 
advanced degree, she is a rare person within the 
criminal justice field and her expertise is sought 
after by many organizations.

As forensics investigator in the Milwaukee 
County Medical Examiner’s Office, her duties 
include investigating deaths that occur in the 
county, conducting crime scene investigations 
to establish and determine the cause of death, 
and directing families as they take care of their 
deceased loved ones. 

Prior to this position, Williams was employed 
by the Milwaukee County Sheriff’s Department 
as a dispatcher handling 911 calls. Earlier in her 
career, Williams 
was employed as 
an admissions 
representative 
with the 
Milwaukee 
County 
Mental Health 
Complex.

Williams also 
currently teaches 
criminal justice 
at Bryant & 
Stratton College.
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1960s
Charles Hurst (’65 MS, ’63 
BS Sociology), a professor 
of sociology at the College of 
Wooster (Mass.), has published 
the sixth edition of his textbook, 
“Social Inequality: Forms, 
Causes and Consequences” 
(Allyn & Bacon, 2006).

Richard L. Sanders (’66 BA 
Educational Psychology) was 
honored at the American 
Association of Community 
Colleges’ (AACC) 88th Annual 
Convention in 
Philadelphia 
for more 
than 25 years 
as a CEO of 
an AACC 
community 
college. 
Sanders 
actually 
had 26 
years, three as president of 
Lincoln Trail College in Illinois 
and 23 as president of Naugatuck 
Valley Community College in 
Connecticut. Sanders and his wife 
of 49 years, Janice Miles Sanders, 
both retired last September and 
moved to suburban Houston, Tex.

Jack Nusan Porter (’67 BA 
Sociology) recently spoke out 
against the Anti-Defamation 
League’s stand against a proposed 
Congressional resolution 
condemning the killing of 1.5 
million Armenians in Turkey 
90 years ago. A former rabbi, 
director of the Spencer Institute 
and treasurer of the International 
Association of Genocide Scholars, 
he was quoted in an article in The 
New York Times on the topic. 

Ann Stoddard (’69 MFA) has a 
solo exhibition at the Radford 
University Museum. Titled 
“OurSpace: Registration,” it 
explores the effects of government 
surveillance and profiling on public 
space since 9/11. This is one of 
more than 20 solo exhibitions by 
Stoddard, who has been making 
art installations for the last two 
decades and teaching art to 
college students. She maintains 
a studio in the Washington, D.C., 
area. www.annstoddard.net.

1970s
Margaret Oleszewski Schmelzer 
(’72 BS Nursing) received a 
development grant from the 
Wisconsin Partnership Fund on 
behalf of the state Department 
of Health and Family Services, to 
produce “Healthiest WI 2020: A 
Partnership Plan to Improve the 
Health and Safety of the Public,” a 
10-year public health plan for 

Wisconsin communities.

Branko Terzic (’72 BS Engineering), 
the global regulatory policy leader 
in energy and resources at Deloitte 
Services LP and a former member 
of the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission, wrote a chapter 
on energy and electricity for the 
book “World Crisis: The Way 
Forward After Iraq.” The book, a 
collection of essays on challenges 
in foreign and security policy, 
global warming and energy, was 
recently released in the U.S. and 
U.K. Other contributors include 
Jimmy Carter, Geoffrey Howe 
and Henry Kissinger. Terzic is a 
1999 recipient of the UWMAA 
Distinguished Alumnus Award.

Mimi Mullenax (’73 BFA Visual 
Communication) is vice president 
of creative for CSE in New Berlin, 
Wis., a promotional merchandising 
agency 
specializing 
in branded 
merchandise, 
uniforms and 
awards. The 
company 
recently 
won the 
“Supplier Excellence Award,” 
given by its client, global health 
care company Abbott, for the 

third consecutive year.

Ted Ringger (’73 MS Zoology) 
has retired after 30 years 
as a consultant and senior 
environmental specialist 
for Constellation Energy 
Group in Maryland.

Sandra E. Ward (’73 BS Nursing), 
a nurse-researcher, received the 
2008 Distinguished Contribution 
to Research in the Midwest 
award from the Midwest 
Nursing Research Society 
(MNRS) at its conference in 
Indianapolis. She was the 1997 
Nursing Alumna of the Year at 
UWM’s School of Nursing.

Maralyn A. Wellauer-Lenius 
(’73 BS History), a retired 
teacher, has written “Milwaukee 
Police Department,” the first 
comprehensive history in the 
department’s 150 years. The 
book includes more than 200 
vintage photographs and includes 
nefarious criminals handled by the 
department, including the foiled 
presidential assassin John Schrank 
and serial killer Jeffrey Dahmer. 
www.arcadiapublishing.com

Kitty Foth-Regner (’75 BA Mass 
Communication) recounts her 
personal journey of faith in 
“Heaven Without Her: A Desperate 
Daughter’s Search for the Heart 
of Her Mother’s Faith” (Thomas 
Nelson, 2008). She is a freelance 
copywriter, author of “The Cure” 
(Main Street, 1987) and co-author 
(with Amy Ammen) of “Hip Ideas 
for Hyper Dogs” (Wiley, 2007). 

John W. Frank (’75 BS Mass 
Communication) is a Madison-
based free- 
lance writer 
who has 
wriiten for 
American 
Iron Magazine 
for 15 years. 
Most of the 
more than 
100 articles he has published 
were do-it-yourself maintenance 
stories for Harley riders. He has 
written about everything from air 
filters and belt drives to wheels 
and wiring harnesses, using his 
own Harley-Davidson maintenance 
work as inspiration for his stories. 
(Courtesy American Iron Magazine)

Richard Lindstrom (’75 BA 
Zoology) is an attorney with 
the firm of Ober|Kaler who 
appeared in the 2008 issue of 
“Maryland Super Lawyers.” 
He was cited in the “Estates 
Planning & Probate” category.

Lisa Diana Sell (’76 BS Nursing) 
was named first runner-up in the 
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel’s 2008 
Nurse of the Year competition. 
Sell is a cardiac rehab nurse at 
Wheaton Franciscan Healthcare-
St. Joseph Hospital, Milwaukee.

Gregg D. Ander (’77 BS 
Architectural Studies) is the chief 
architect of Southern California 
Edison. He was executive producer 
of environmentally focused 
television programs for NBC, 
CBS and PBS. One of those, 
“Greener Buildings/Bluer Skies,” 
won a 2006 Emmy award. One 
of the first funders of the U.S. 
Green Building Council, he has 
commissioned a wide variety of 
building and lighting research 
efforts and is the author of the 
book “Daylighting Performance 
and Design” (John Wiley & Sons). 
He also has written more than 
70 technical and design-related 
articles and has won awards for 
various energy-related projects.

Lee Erickson (’78 BFA Music) 
was recently honored by the 
Wisconsin Conservatory of Music 
for his musical contribution 
to the Milwaukee community. 
He has been director of the 
Milwaukee Symphony Chorus 
since 1993. Before that, he was 
associate director under Margaret 
Hawkins, the late founding 
music director of the chorus. 

Dale Gulden (’78 BFA Photography) 
was the subject of a posthumous 
exhibit at the Fine Arts Center 
gallery at UW-Waukesha. A staff 
photographer for the Waukesha 
Freeman, Milwaukee Journal 
and Milwaukee Journal Sentinel, 
Gulden earned local and national 
awards for his photography – 
including coverage of the Asian 
tsunami, the Green Bay Packers, 
Milwaukee Brewers and the 
breakup of the Soviet Union. 

Susan Gustafson (’78 BA 
Communication) has been named 
president of Ratner Companies, 
the largest family-owned chain 
of hair salons in the country. 
The Virginia-based company 
operates in 19 states under Hair 
Cuttery, Bubbles, Salon Cielo and 
ColorWorks brands. Previously she 
had senior management positions 
with the Pampered Chef, Things 
Remembered and Pillsbury.



Joe Munz Memorial 
Scholarship

In October of 2007, a UWM student, Amanda Lulewicz, 
contacted UWM’s Development office. Lulewicz was working 
on a project very dear to her heart. Her friend, Joe Munz, was 
killed in October 2006 in Milwaukee’s Riverwest neighborhood 
while working as a delivery person for Jimmy John’s.

Lulewicz, along with many others, especially Munz’s friends 
and roommates, Mike Kennedy and Jason Mayes, have come 
together to turn this horrific tragedy into something that will 
benefit UWM students and will keep Munz’s memory alive.

Together these students organized a fund-raiser in November 
2007. With the support of many organizations and companies 
in the community – especially Jimmy John’s, which made a 
substantial donation – the event raised approximately $6,400.

That is only the beginning. Once word got out that this group of 
students was organizing a scholarship fund in Munz’s name, friends 
and family began sending checks to help contribute. Now, with 
approximately $7,500, these students have created a remarkable 
scholarship fund that will continue for at least three years.

Lulewicz, Kennedy and Mayes have made a commitment 
to give this scholarship to students like Munz – students who 
have to work their way through their undergraduate studies and 
students who give back to the community through service. These 
three remarkable friends of Munz have volunteered their time 
and effort to memorialize their friend and give back to UWM.  

Lulewicz and Kennedy graduated in May 2008 and Mayes 
will follow in May 2009. They remain committed to keeping the 
scholarship alive and to keeping the donations coming for years to 
come.  For more information on the Joe Munz Memorial Scholarship, 
or to contribute, contact Christina Makal at 414-229-4963.

— Mike Kennedy, The UWM Post

Sir Gary Nosacek (’78 BA Mass 
Communication) recently returned 
from Warsaw, Poland, where he 
helped run the English-speaking 
pressroom for The World Congress 
of Families. Later this year, he 
will be going to Uganda to visit 
a school project he is involved 
in, and to Chiapas, Mexico, to be 
updated on plans for a medical 
clinic he and his wife, Dr. Cynthia 
Jones-Nosacek, are working 
with. He is currently writing 
a community column for the 
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel.

Vicki Bohman (’79 BA Mass 
Communication) was named 
the first executive director of the 
Wisconsin Dental Association 
Foundation. Bohman is 
responsible for the foundation’s 
day-to-day operations and 
fund-raising efforts.

Thomas V. Vorpahl (’79 BA 
Zoology) was recently promoted to 
lead the Philips Healthcare North 
American 
Cardiac Care 
Cycle Business 
Group as vice 
president. 
Philips 
Healthcare, 
a division of 
Royal Philips 
Electronics, 
NV, is a 
$38 billion European global 
conglomerate. Previously, Vorpahl 
spent five years as the South 
Zone Vice President for Philips 
Healthcare, based in Atlanta.

1980s
Bill Klatte (’81 MSW) and Kate 
(Klatte) 
Thompson 
(’73 BS Early 
Childhood 
Education), 
sister and 
brother, have 
published 
the book, 
“It’s So Hard to Love You – 
Staying Sane When Your Loved 
One is Manipulative, Needy, 
Dishonest, or Addicted” (New 
Harbinger, 2007). Bill previously 
wrote “Live Away Dads – Staying 
a Part of Your Children’s Lives 
When They Aren’t a Part of Your 
Home” (Penguin, 1999). Kate 
is working on a second book.

Christopher Stoll (’82 BBA) was 
recently inducted into Pfizer’s Hall 
of Fame for career sales success. 
He is currently a district sales 
manager for the pharmaceutical 
company. He 
attributes much 
of his success to 
the mentoring 
he received from 
fellow UWM 
graduates Larry 
Haslee and 
Donn Geisert.

Sister Vicki Jean Chambers, 
School Sisters of Notre Dame, 
(’83 MLIS), has been appointed 
chairperson of the African 
American Catholic Ministry 
Council. Chambers also serves 
as the liaison for the Catholic 
Schools Office-Essence Cares 
National Mentoring Program.

Chris Hartmann (’83 BS Electrical 
Engineering) has been named 
CEO and executive vice president 
of IESC, the holding company of 
Gexpro and Rexel Inc., IESC’s two 
commercial banners in the U.S. 
Previously, he was executive vice 
president and COO of  Thomas & 
Betts, a leading manufacturer of 
electrical products. He also held 
several management positions 
with Rockwell Automation. 

Prudence S. Precourt (’83 PhD 
Anthropology, ’72 MA, ’69 
BA Spanish) has been named 
vice president for university 
advancement at Kutztown 
University in Pennsylvania. As 
the first woman vice president for 
advancement, Precourt will be 
responsible for all advancement 
activities at the university, 
including development, alumni 
relations, university relations, 
cultural affairs, conference 
services and the Pennsylvania 
German Cultural Heritage Center.

Linda Nutten (’84 BS Nursing) 
was named second runner-
up in the Milwaukee Journal 
Sentinel’s 2008 Nurse of the Year 
Competition. Nutten works for 
the Washington County Health 
Department in Wisconsin.

David A. Rasmussen (’85 
BS), president of the Tall Club 
of Milwaukee, received the 
2007 Frank Winkler Lifetime 
Achievement Award at the 
Tall Clubs International 
Convention in Portland, Ore. 
Rasmussen received the award 
in recognition of his fund-raising 
and awareness efforts for both 
Tall Clubs International and the 
National Marfan Foundation. 

A candlelight vigil for Joe Munz was held on campus in October 2006. 
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Kathleen Pritchard (’86 PhD 
Political Science) was named the 
first female executive director of 
the Planning Council for Health & 
Human Services Inc., a nonprofit, 
independent information, 
education, 
research and 
consultative 
resource 
that serves 
Wisconsin. 
Pritchard will 
provide overall 
leadership to 
the Planning 
Council staff and manage a $1.5 
million budget; she comes to 
the council from United Way 
of America, where she was 
director of community impact.

Martha Jane Brazy (’87 MA, ’85 
BA History) is associate professor 
of history at 
the University 
of South 
Alabama, 
Mobile, where 
she has been 
on the faculty 
since 1999. 
She published 
her first book, 
“An American Planter: Stephen 
Duncan of Antebellum Natchez 
and New York” (2006, LSU Press). 

Michelle Grabner (’87 MA, ’84 
BFA Art History) is a professor 
of painting and drawing at the 
School of the Art Institute of 
Chicago. She has an 80-inch 
circle painting on exhibit at the 
Milwaukee Art Museum. Grabner 
and husband Brad Killam run the 
artist project space called “The 
Suburban” in Oak Park, Ill. 

James A. Meyer (’87 MBA) has 
joined The PrivateBank–Wisconsin 
as a managing director. He has 
more than 25 years of corporate 
banking experience, most recently 
with LaSalle Bank, Milwaukee. Prior 
to LaSalle, Meyer had corporate 
banking experience with Firstar 
Bank and Bank One in Milwaukee 
as well as Star Bank, Cincinnati. 

Jeff Grayson (’88 BA Journalism 
and Mass Communication), an 
Emmy Award-winning sportscaster, 
is the host of Milwaukee Fox Sports 
News Network’s “Brewers Live” 
pre- and post-game shows.

Scott Noegel (’89 BA History) 
has been named chair of the 
Near Eastern Languages and 
Civilization Department at the 
University of Washington, Seattle.

Kelly (Womer) Spong (’89 
BA Journalism and Mass 
Communication) started her 
own public relations and 
communications consulting 
business, after working for the 
past 18 years for public relations 
agencies, news organizations 
and major companies, including 
McDonald’s Corporation. A past 
president of the Chicago Chapter 
of the Public Relations Society of 
America, Spong lives in Arlington 
Heights, Ill., with her husband.

1990s
John Allen Caucutt (’90 BBA 
Human Resources Management) 
has been practicing law in 
Wisconsin for 13 years. For the 
past 6½ years 
he has had his 
own law firm in 
Oconomowoc, 
Wis. Caucutt 
received his JD 
degree from the 
University of 
South Dakota, 
Vermillion, 
in 1995.

Maytee Aspuro (’91 MS 
Management, ’82 BBA Marketing) 
has been appointed chief 
information officer/information 
technology director of the new 
Wisconsin Department of Children 
and Families. Previously, she 
was director of procurement 
for the Wisconsin Department 
of Workforce Development.

David Myers (’91 MARCH, ’89 
BS Architectural Studies) has 
been promoted to senior project 
manager at the Port of Tacoma, 
where he is responsible for capital 
projects 
related to 
redevelopment 
of the Blair-
Hylebos 
Peninsula. 
Previously, 
he was an 
architect 
for Tacoma-
based Thomas Cook Reed 
Reinvald Architects (TCRR). 

Mark Huber (’93 MS Urban 
Studies) has been named vice 
president of social responsibility 
in the Department of Corporate 
Affairs at Wisconsin-based 
Aurora Health Care, where 
he has worked since 1994.

Karl Robe (’93 BA Journalism and 
Mass Communication) has joined 
Avicom Marketing Communications 
to lead the 
company’s 
public relations 
practice. As an 
author and coach 
on a multitude of 
communications 
topics, Robe’s 
insights have 
appeared in 
The Strategist, Crisis Manager, 
Wisconsin Law Journal and 
numerous other venues. 

Eileen E. Schell (’93 PhD English) is 
a co-author of a recently published 
book, “Rural Literacies” (Southern 
Illinois University Press, 2007). 
The book identifies problems 
inherent in trying to understand 
rural literacy, and relates the 
issue to larger social, political 
and economic forces, such as 
the impact of the No Child Left 
Behind Act on rural schools. 

Etta Jackson (’94 
MS Administrative 
Leadership) 
published her 
second book, 
“Unveiling 
the Secrets of 
the Feminine 
Principle.” www.
arvestacommunications.com. 

Thomas J. Margetta (’94 
BS Criminal Justice) has 
been promoted to lead 
telecommunications supervisor 
(Communications Section leader) 
with the Boca Raton, Fla., Police/
Fire/9-1-1 Center. He was recently 
awarded the People’s Choice Award 
for Commitment to the emergency 
services profession for his work 
on the FCC Rebanding Order of 
public safety radio frequencies.

Gaurie Rodman (’94 MARCH, MUP; 
’91 BS Architectural Studies) has 
joined Milwaukee-based Irgens 
Development Partners LLC as 
vice president, 
construction 
and design 
administration. 
Prior to joining 
Irgens, Gaurie 
was a principal 
of Coach House 
Development 
Partners LLC. She also currently 
serves as a principal for a real 
estate property investment firm 
that manages approximately 48 
residential units in Milwaukee, and 
is an adjunct faculty member at the 
Milwaukee School of Engineering.

Lisa Alberte (’95 MS Rehabilitation 
Counseling) received top honor in 
the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel’s 
2008 Nurse of the Year competition. 
Alberte operates her own medical, 
rehabilitation and consulting 
company, Lisa K. Alberte & 
Associates, in Muskego, Wis.

Gregory Jehlik 
(’95 EMBA) has 
been named 
president and 
CFO of Nebraska-
based Wilkinson 
Industries Inc., 
a leader in the 
manufacturing of 
aluminum and plastic packaging 
for the food industry. Most 
recently he was CEO of CFC 
International, a manufacturer 
of specialty coated film. 

Jeff Brenkus (’96 MARCH) was 
the project architect for the new 
Divine Mercy Polish Mission 
Church, the Polish community’s 
first Roman Catholic Church in 
the western suburbs of Chicago, 
and the culmination of a 30-year 
dream for parishioners. He has 
worked for Newman Architecture 
of Naperville, Ill., since 2000. 
www.newmanarchitecture.com.

Daniel Kilbert (’96 BS Civil 
Engineering) has been named 
partner at the engineering and 
design firm of Graef, Anhalt, 
Schloemer & Associates Inc., in 
Milwaukee. Among his recent 
project successes is the award-
winning St. Luke’s Medical Center 
Cardiac & Patient Tower. He 
also has mentored UWM senior 
design groups and mentors 
other engineers through the 
company’s mentoring program. 



Pantherfest 
returns Sept. 5

More than 7,000 students, 
faculty, staff and alumni 
made Pantherfest 2007 one 
of the largest events in UWM 
history. Mark your calendar 
now for Friday, Sept. 5 – when 
Pantherfest 2008 becomes the 
largest-ever UWM event. 

The 2008 celebration features 
major musical entertainment at 
the Marcus Amphitheater, along 
with food and drink, activities, 
demonstrations, free admission 
to the Indian Summer Festival 
and a fireworks display.

PantherFest is free to 
alumni. Tickets will be available 
through the UWM Alumni 
Association office. Watch www.
alumni.uwm.edu for details.

More details about 
performers, events and meet-
and-greet opportunities for 
schools and colleges will be 
available this summer. Check it 
out for yourself at youtube.com. 
Search for UWM Pantherfest 08.

Volunteers wanted 
for State Fair

July 31-Aug. 10
UWM will be well-represented 

again this year at the Wisconsin 
State Fair, which runs from 
July 31 to Aug. 10 on the 
fairgrounds in West Allis. The 
2008 UWM display will occupy 
a spacious booth in the east 
end of the popular Wisconsin 
Products Pavilion building. 

The focus of this year’s display 
will be UWM’s many efforts to 
“go green.” The Bookstore will 
also set up shop in the booth, 
offering fairgoers a kaleidoscope 
of black-and-gold, UWM-themed 
apparel and other goods.

Everyone is encouraged to 
stop by the booth when visiting 
the fair. And, as always, there is 
a need for volunteers to staff the 
booth and to dispense firsthand 
knowledge about the university 
to the thousands of fairgoers 
who pass through the building 

each day. For more information 
about volunteering, please 
contact John Bartel at 414-906-
4665 or jwbartel@uwm.edu.

UWM Day at Miller 
Park Sept. 7

Join fellow alums, students 
and other UWM friends for 
a great day of fun and Major 
League Baseball at Miller Park. 
The date is Sunday, Sept. 7, 
which culminates UWM’s 
week-long Campus Kickoff 
activities. As a big bonus, it’s also 
Corey Hart Bobblehead Day.

The fun begins at 11 a.m. 
with a tailgate in Miller Park’s 
east parking lot. There’ll be lots 
of good food, live music and a 
chance to mingle before  
the game.

Around 12:30 p.m., tailgaters 
can start moving toward the 
turnstiles at Miller Park, where 
each ticket-holder will receive 
the bobblehead figure depicting 
Corey Hart, the Brewers’ slugging 
right fielder. 

UWM will shine in the 
spotlight during the pregame 
festivities on the Miller Park 
diamond. Game time is at 1:05, 
when the Brewers take on the 
San Diego Padres. 

Ticket packages for 
UWM Day at Miller Park are 
available exclusively at 
the UWM Bookstore 
for $25 per person. For 
more information about 
this great family event, 
contact Peppy O’Neill in the 
UWM Alumni Office  
at 414-906-4655 or  
peppy@uwm.edu.
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Last year’s State Fair display included a 
baja car designed and built by the UWM 
student chapter of the Society of Auto-
motive Engineers. This year’s display 
will highlight “green” efforts on campus.
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Pete M. Schaer (’96 BFA Art/Graphic Design) has been promoted 
to vice president and creative director, visual branding, at the 
Phoenix-based advertising and public relations agency E.B. Lane, 
one of the largest full-service agencies in the Southwest. 

Debra (Schermerhorn) Skarda (’96 MS Nursing) recently 
completed her MBA with a specialization in international 
business and organizational behavior. Based in Chicago, 
she is the director of global medical affairs for Hospira, a 
medical equipment and generic pharmaceutical company. 
Previously, she was director of medical information with  
Abbott Laboratories.

Brian Johnsen (’97 MARCH) and Sebastian Schmaling (’96 
MARCH) are the principals of Johnsen Schmaling Architects, 
which has won The Architectural League’s prize as one of the 
nation’s most promising architecture firms. The Milwaukee-
based design studio, formed in 2002, is the first Wisconsin 
firm to receive the award since it was created in 1981. Johnsen 
Schmaling designs have been featured in publications such as 
Architectural Record and Dwell magazine. The pair’s most recent 
project was the design of Café Luna at 106 W. Seeboth St.

Kristine (Olson) Thomas (’97 BS Criminal Justice) is a  
full-time faculty member in the Department of Justice  
Studies at Methodist University in Linden, N.C., and a  
program coordinator of the Master of Justice Administration. 
www.methodist.edu/MJA.

Nick Raffaele (’97 BS Chemistry) is a research associate  
III-medicinal chemistry at Metabasis Therapeutics Inc. in La  
Jolla, Calif.

Brian Wertschnig (’97 BA International Studies) is a human 
relations specialist working in the United Nations system at  
the World Health Organization in Geneva, Switzerland.

Ryan B. Nowak (’98 BA) recently completed U.S. Navy basic 
training at Recruit Training Command, Great Lakes, Ill. During 
the eight-week program, Nowak completed a variety of training, 
which included classroom study and practical instruction on 
naval customs, first aid, firefighting, water safety and survival, 
and shipboard and aircraft safety.

Dorothy “Dot” McMahan (’99 BS Biological 
Sciences), a high school math and science 
tutor in Michigan, has become a top 
marathon runner. She joined the Hansons-
Brooks Distance Project in the summer of 
2005. At the recent U.S. Women’s Olympic 
Marathon Trial, she took eighth place overall. 
During her years at UWM she won all-
conference honors in the 800 meters. 

2000s
Jayme Dawicki (’02 BFA Inter-Arts) has released her first full-
length album, “Shatter Queen.” In 2006, the singer and pianist 
was named Wisconsin Area Music Industry’s (WAMI) Female 
Vocalist of the Year and was nominated for Best New Song for 
her 2005 solo debut, “Standing on a Bridge.” She has performed 
throughout the Milwaukee area with yearly performances at both 
Summerfest and the Wisconsin State Fair. 

Jesse J. Neuman (’02 MARCH, ’97 BS Architectural Studies) 
has joined the Walt Disney World Company in Orlando, Fla., 
as a design project manager in the Architecture and Facilities 
Engineering department, managing the portfolio for the Magic 
Kingdom theme park.

Coming up…



Herman Kluge Senior 
Athlete Awards

The UWM Alumni Association 
Herman Kluge Senior Athlete Award 
is given annually to one male and one 
female student who best live up to the 
student-athlete mantra of academic 
excellence, athletic achievement and 
community involvement. Herman Kluge 
was a 1928 graduate of Milwaukee 
State Teachers College, a UWM 
predecessor institution. He was a 
member of the UWM staff from 1931-
74, serving as a teacher, coach and 
athletic director during his tenure. 

Steve Bode
Soccer standout Steve Bode is a three-

time All-League selection who was a 
team captain for three years and a starter 
for all four of his seasons in Milwaukee. 
He started all 83 games he played in 
his career, missing just two of UWM’s 
matches in that span due to injury. 

As a sophomore and a senior, he 
was named team Most Valuable Player. 
He led the Panthers to the second 
round of the NCAA Tournament in 
each of his first two seasons on the 
field, winning one regular-season 
Horizon League Championship and 
two Horizon League tournament titles 
in his career. He was also named to the 
league All-Tournament team on two 
occasions and set career-highs with 11 
points and five goals as a sophomore. 

In the classroom, Bode earned 
All-Region Scholar-Athlete honors 
three times from the National Soccer 
Coaches Association of America while 
posting a 3.676 cumulative grade point 
average. He also collected third-team 
ESPN The Magazine Academic All-
America recognition and was a three-
year member of the Horizon League 
All-Academic Team. He also received 
the Horizon League Sportsmanship 
Award after the 2005 campaign. 

After wrapping up his college 
career, Bode has been drafted by 
the Chicago Fire of Major League 
Soccer and by the Milwaukee Wave. 

Shannon Buttchen
Shannon Buttchen is a two-time 

Horizon League champion in the 
indoor 4x400 relay while also earning 
a second-place finish in the indoor 
800-meter race this past season. Plus, 
she has posted efforts among the top 
10 in school history in the outdoor 
400- and 800-meter races as well as the 
indoor 400, 600 and 800. She was also 

a member of the sprint medley relay 
team that set a school record in 2007. 

Her efforts have helped the Panthers 
claim a pair of indoor team league 
titles and an outdoor league crown, 
as well as four second-place finishes. 

Buttchen, a political science major, 
also earned Academic All-League honors 
this year and has a 3.952 cumulative 
grade point average after earning a 
perfect 4.0 GPA this past fall. She is a 
regular on UWM’s Dean’s List and is a 
three-time winner of the Faculty Athletic 
Representative’s Award for having the 
highest GPA on the women’s track team. 

Past and present student-athletes honored
By Kevin J. O’Connor, Sports Information Director

UWM honored present and former student-athletes and administrators April 27 at the annual Student-Athlete 
Awards Reception and Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony at the Intercontinental Hotel in downtown Milwaukee. 

Steve Bode of men’s soccer and Shannon Buttchen of the women’s track and field team received the prestigious 
UWM Alumni Association Herman Kluge Senior Athlete Awards.

UWM also welcomed four new members to its Athletics Hall of Fame – Doug Beard, Cindy (Miller) Freedman,  
Jon Manke and Katie (Schneider) Pendowski.

Steve Bode Shannon Buttchen



Athletics Hall of Fame

Doug Beard 
Doug Beard put together a nearly 

two-decade career as an athletics 
administrator in Wisconsin, including 
12-plus years at UWM. During his time 
in Milwaukee, he helped the program 
move from NAIA status with a $750,000 
annual budget to the Division I level 
with an $8 million annual budget. 

Beard oversaw all aspects of the 
department’s financial operations and 
directed the external operations unit. 
He also helped with the transition 
into the MCC/Horizon League, 
and assisted with the first Klotsche 
Center remodeling project in 1998. In 
addition, he took part in the redesign 
of the athletics logo in 1999 – a mark 
that is still used. Beard also took an 
administrative role in overseeing 
both the men’s and women’s soccer 
programs, which won a combined 
six conference championships and 
advanced to the NCAA Tournament 
twice during his oversight. 

Beard left UWM for UW–Madison, 
where he was eventually promoted 
to senior associate athletic director. 
Beard passed away in June of 
2007 and is survived by his wife, 
Pat, and daughter, Lindsay. 

Cindy (Miller) Freedman
Cindy (Miller) Freedman earned 

national acclaim as a diver at 
UWM, earning All-America honors 
throughout her career. She claimed a 
NAIA National Championship on the 
1-meter board in 1987, and finished 
third on the 3-meter board at the 
NAIA Nationals that same year. 

Earlier in her UWM career, 
Freedman collected a second-place 
finish on the 1-meter board during the 
1986 NAIA National Championships 
while also claiming a top-six finish 
on the 3-meter board that same year. 
Prior to coming to UWM, Freedman 
earned All-America status at UW–Eau 
Claire, claiming a national title 
on the 1-meter board in 1983. 

Freedman also excelled in the 
classroom, collecting NAIA Academic 
All-America honors during her junior 
and senior years. She earned her 
undergraduate degree in recreational 
therapy from UWM and then earned a 
master’s degree in occupational therapy 
from Nova Southeastern University.

She has turned that academic work 
into her professional career, as she 
currently owns and operates Angelfish 
Therapy in Sandy Hook, Conn. 

Jon Manke 
Jon Manke established himself 

as one of the finest track-and-field 
athletes in school history during his 
career as a Panther. He won individual 
league titles four times while claiming 
second-place finishes five times and 
third-place finishes three times. He 
was also named the league’s Outdoor 
Field Newcomer of the Year. 

His efforts helped the Panthers to 
three league indoor championship titles 
and four league outdoor crowns. He still 
holds the school record for the indoor 
shot put and is second on the all-time 
list in the weight throw and the discus. 

He also excelled in the classroom, 
earning UWM Athlete of the Year 
honors while also claiming the 
UWM Alumni Association’s Herman 
Kluge Award. He was also a regular 
on the Dean’s List, the Horizon 
League Honor Roll and the league’s 
All-Academic team. Manke capped 
his career by winning the Horizon 
League’s Coleman Award for 
athletic and academic excellence. 

After graduating from UWM, Manke 
went on to get his master’s degree in 
civil engineering from North Carolina 
State. He now lives in Charlotte and is 
employed by Terracon Consultants. 

Katie (Schneider) Pendowski 
Katie (Schneider) Pendowski’s four-

year volleyball career at UWM left her 
atop the school’s all-time assists list. She 
earned First-Team All-League honors 
in 1999 after claiming Second-Team 
All-League recognition in 1997 and 
1998. She was also a two-time league 
Player of the Week and a member of the 
league’s All-Newcomer team in 1996. 

She helped the Panthers to regular-
season league titles in 1997, 1998 
and 1999 while helping UWM to the 
NCAA Tournament in both 1998 and 
1999. In fact, the Panthers went 75-
15 during her final three seasons. 

Along with her standing in the 
school’s assists rankings, Pendowski 
also has the top two single-season 
assist totals, including a school record 
1,558 in 1998. She also ranked third 
on the school’s all-time digs list and is 
in the top 10 for career aces and games 
played. Plus, Pendowski holds nearly 
all of the single-game assist records. 

Pendowski received her 
undergraduate degree from UWM’s 
School of Education and later 
received her master’s degree in 
Curriculum and Instruction. She 
now works at Badger Middle School 
in the West Bend School District.

Hall of Fame Committee Chair Jim Cleary (far left) and UWM Athletics Director Bud Haidet (far right) 
with (from left) Cindy (Miller) Freedman, Katie (Schneider) Pendowski, Jon Manke and Pat Mitchell 
(wife of Doug Beard).



ClassNotes

Joanne Kostowicz Volm (’04 BS 
Nursing) has joined Advanced 
Pain Management as an advanced 
practice nurse 
prescriber. 
She is a 
licensed 
family nurse 
practitioner, 
a licensed 
advanced 
practice nurse 
prescriber 
and a registered nurse. She 
previously worked at St. Francis 
Hospital in Milwaukee, most 
recently as a registered nurse 
on the Surgical Telemetry 
Orthopedic Pediatric Unit. 

Ryan Persitza (’04 MS 
Management, ’01 BBS Finance) 
is a newly promoted vice 
president at MLG Commercial 
in Milwaukee, where he is a 
commercial real estate broker. He 
also owns and operates an eco-
tourism resort in Jamaica (http://
thehiddenjamaica.com), and has 
recently accepted a position to 
teach real estate finance at UWM.

Kevin Roethe (’04 BS Education) 
has received the 2006-07 NFHS 
Coaches Association Girls 
Soccer Coach of the Year Award 
for Wisconsin, awarded by the 
Wisconsin Soccer Coaches 
Association. Award criteria include 
coaching record, background, 
coaching honors and involvement 
in community and school 
organizations. Roethe played 
on the UWM men’s soccer team 
for four years and is the varsity 
soccer coach at Divine Savior 
Holy Angels High School in 
Milwaukee. He teaches science 
in the Elmbrook School District.

Amanda Schmitt (’04 BA History) 
was named 
an associate 
attorney at 
the law firm 
of Hiscock & 
Barclay LLP in 
the Syracuse, 
N.Y., office. 
She is 
part of a 
team that will establish the 
Economic & Project Development 
practice area for the firm.

Hannah Jablonski (’06 BFA Art/
Graphic Design) was hired 
as a graphic designer at Blue 
Horse, a full-service marketing 
communications agency in 
Milwaukee. 
She had been 
working as 
an intern and 
freelancer at 
the firm for the 
past year. She 
is a member of 
the American 
Institute 
of Graphic Arts. 

Josh Rosenberg’s (’06 Journalism 
and Mass Communication) first 
feature film, “Tracks,” premiered 
in Milwaukee in March. “Tracks” 
got its start when Rosenberg 
worked in Los Angeles with 
writer-director Niels Mueller, a 
Whitefish Bay native, who agreed 
to produce the film. Rosenberg’s 
previous documentary film, 
“Civilian Soldiers,” was shown at 
the 2006 Wisconsin Film Festival.

Brett Lindstrom (’07 BBA 
Marketing) has joined the West 
Allis-based Wisconsin Dental 
Association Professional Services 
subsidiary as marketing supervisor 
for its growing line of electronic 
dental record products.

Susan Schuppel (’07 BFA 
Graphic Design) is a graphic 
designer at Primum Marketing 
Communications, Milwaukee. 
Previously she worked as a 
freelance production artist at C2 

Graphics Productivity Solutions.

New Milwaukee 

poet laureate has 

UWM ties

Susan Firer (’82 MA, ’73 BA  
English/Creative Writing), adjunct 
assistant 
professor in 
UWM’s English 
Department, 
has been named 
Milwaukee’s 
fifth poet 
laureate. She 
will serve a 
two-year term 
promoting poetry at library 
and community events. 

Firer’s poetry has appeared in 
numerous publications, including 
New American Writing, Chicago 
Review, Cream City Review, 
Iowa Review, Ms. Magazine, 
Southern Poetry Review and The 
Christian Science Monitor, and 
in diverse anthologies, including 
"Best American Poetry," "The 
Book of Irish American Poetry 
from the Eighteenth Century to 
the Present" and "A Whole Other 
Ballgame: Women’s Literature 
on Women’s Sport." She teaches 
courses in creative writing and 
women’s studies at UWM.

The Milwaukee Poet Laureate 
project, initiated in 2000, is 
organized and sponsored by 
the Friends of the Milwaukee 
Public Library. Past Milwaukee 
poet laureates include several 
with UWM connections: Marilyn 
Taylor (2004-05), adjunct 
assistant professor emeritus; 
Antler (2002-03), UWM alumnus 
and recipient of a 2004 UWMAA 
Distinguished Alumnus Award; 
and John Koethe (2000-01), UWM 
professor of philosophy. Peggy 
Hong has been poet laureate for 
the past two years (2006-07).

Class of 1958 takes a 
‘Sentimental Journey’

With the theme “Sentimental Journey,” members of the UWM Class of 1958 celebrated 
their 50th reunion during Commencement weekend in May. Alumni took part in an evening 
reception, lunch the following 
day featuring a talk by 
Chancellor Carlos E. Santiago, 
and a bus tour of campus led 
by Peter Salamun, professor 
emeritus of biological sciences. 
The class also was honored at 
the UWM Alumni Association’s 
annual Awards Reception. 
Capping the weekend was 
a trip to the U.S. Cellular 
Arena to lead the Class of 
2008 during the afternoon 
Commencement ceremony. 

The bronze plaque on the 
front of Mitchell Hall bearing 
the famous “sifting and 
winnowing” quote from an 1894 
Board of Regents report was 
a gift from the Class of 1958. 
The plaque was reproduced 
on refrigerator magnets and 
journals for class members. A
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Another way  
to show your  
Panther Pride!

Sign up for your free UWM Alumni  
e-mail address.

The UWM Alumni Association has entered 
into an agreement to offer ALL graduates  
an e-mail account through Google. 
Participants' new e-mail address will  
end in @uwmalumni.com.

To request an account, visit the UWMAA 
Web site at www.alumni.uwm.edu.

Join the NEW UWM 
Alumni Association 
group on LinkedIn

Connect with your fellow alumni on 
LinkedIn. The new UWM Alumni Association 
group on this professional networking Web 
site already has nearly 600 members. For 
more information about LinkedIn, log on 
to www.linkedin.com. To join the group, 
simply e-mail alumni@uwm.edu and request 
an invitation to join. Please include your 
graduation year and full name (at time of 
graduation) with this request.

Join the Panther 
Advocates – Make a 
difference for UWM

The Panther Advocates is an advocacy 
coalition of UWM alumni and friends who 
help influence and promote public policy 
essential to the advancement of UWM. 
You’re invited to join this group to:

• Be a powerful advocate for UWM. 
• Use your networking skills. 
• �Help move UWM’s growth  

agenda forward.
Be involved in UWM’s future. Sign up 

today at www.pantheradvocates.uwm.edu. 

Keep in Touch! Send in your Class Notes news
Won an award? Started a business? Had an adventure? We’d like to hear about it. E-mail your Class Notes news to alumni@uwm.edu or write 

to UWM Alumni Association, P.O. Box 413, Milwaukee, WI 53201. Please be sure to include your full name (including maiden name, if applicable), 
address, year(s) of graduation, degree(s) and major(s). Photos are welcome!

Subscribe to UWM Connection
UWM Connection, the university’s monthly e-newsletter, keeps you connected to campus with news about special events, the latest research 

and programs, athletics and fellow alums. It’s free! Subscribe today at www.alumni.uwm.edu.

Show Your 
Panther 
Pride!

“It was very exciting to find a Panther here 
on campus working with me and to learn we 
have common friends,” wrote Mike Hirsch 
(’84 MA, ’80 BA Sociology), professor of 
sociology and chair of Social and Behavioral 
Sciences at Huston-Tillotson University, an 
HBCU with 800 students in Austin, Texas.

The fellow Panther is Eric Granryd 
(’81 BBA), athletic director at Huston-
Tillotson. They met late last spring at 
a campus meeting and discovered that 
their attendance at UWM overlapped.

Hirsch and Granryd were both student-
athetes at UWM, Granryd in soccer 
and Hirsch in track, cross country and 
cheerleading. “I even worked a short 
stint as Victor E. Panther,” he added.

Marguerite (Perszyk) Egner (BFA ’75) 
and son Jack show their Panther Pride 
in Prague, Czech Republic. Egner was 
on a concert tour of Eastern Europe last 
summer with her handbell group from St. 
Eugene Parish in Fox Point, Wis. Jack just 
completed his freshman year at UWM.

“As an art student in the ’70s, there was 
really no better life and no better place to lead 
that artsy life [than UWM],” Egner wrote. “I 
am still in touch with many of my old pals.” 

Egner related one story involving an 
“alternative bus trip” to New York City 
arranged by a friend who was kicked 
off the official UWM tour bus because 
he graduated before the bus left. 

“Imagine traveling by bus to NYC and 
having that trip run by a college student,” 
Egner wrote. “I can't believe we did it. I 
can't believe we made it back home! We 
took over the Algonquin Hotel and met in 
the lobby every night to catch up on what 
everyone was doing. We were young, 
crazy and art students from UWM!”

Robert J. Jeske, professor and chair of 
UWM’s Department of Anthropology, shows 
his Panther Pride after the Run on Water 
(ROW) March 1. The ROW is a 4.4-mile 
run across frozen Lake Superior between 
Bayfield and Madeline Island in northern 
Wisconsin. Also pictured are UWM alumnus 
Mark Bruhy (’82 M.S. Anthropology), 
Celi Jeske and Katie Egan-Bruhy.

Where in the world have you 
displayed your Panther Pride?

Send us a photo showing you, friends or 
family members who have taken the UWM 
name to far-flung or interesting parts of the 
planet. Prizes will be awarded to those whose 
submissions are used in the magazine. Don’t 
forget to include a self-addressed, stamped 
envelope if you want the photo returned.

Mail photos to University Communications 
and Media Relations, UW–Milwaukee, 
P.O. Box 413, Milwaukee, WI 53201. Please 
include your name, address, degree 
year(s) and where the photo was taken.

Eric Granryd (left) and Mike Hirsch



ClassNotes
Band of Panthers

With the addition of Kristen Houge (’06 BFA Choral Music/
General Music Education), the entire Music Department of 
Milwaukee Lutheran High School is now made up of UWM alumni. 
In addition to Houge, who serves as high school choir director, 
the Panthers are Del Schmidt (’72 MS Education Administration, 
’69 BS Music Education), high school band director; Ellen 
Anderson (’72 BFA Instrumental Education), assistant high school 
director and elementary department head; Kathryn Krubsack 
(’85 MS Horn Performance), elementary instrumental school 
director; and Anne (Jacobson) Widener (’87 BFA Instrumental 
Education), elementary instrumental school director. Together, 
the group has more than 110 years of experience at the school.

Schmidt says the Milwaukee Lutheran High School Music 
Program is thriving under the UWM grads. For the past 15 years, 
enrollment in the department has been more than 40 percent of 
the school’s 720 students. The instrumental program fields two 
concert bands and a jazz ensemble. The bands have toured to 16 
locations, including Florida, California, Hawaii and Canada. The 
choir program fields four choirs and a madrigal group, and has 
made four foreign tours, including trips to London and Rome.

Milwaukee Lutheran High School Panthers (from left) Kristen Houge, 
Ellen Anderson, Del Schmidt, Kathy Krubsack and Anne Widener.
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Executive MBA Chapter 
getting its alumni involved

More than 120 Executive MBA 
alumni took in a behind-the-scenes 
look at the home of the Milwaukee 
Brewers during an Executives-After-5 
program April 30 at Miller Park. The 
event included a presentation by 
Brewers Executive Vice President of 
Baseball Operations Rick Schlesinger. 

The chapter also is planning a 
professional development program 
Sept. 18 at the new Manpower 
headquarters in downtown  
Milwaukee. EMBA alumni will be 
receiving more information about 
this event soon. To get involved 
with this chapter, contact Cindy 
Mand at cmand@wi.rr.com. 

Latino Alumni Chapter forming
A group of Latino alumni participated in the 2008 Latino 

Graduation banquet sponsored by UWM’s Roberto Hernandez 
Center in the Union Ballroom May 3. The alumni, led by Alberto 
Maldonado (’96 BFA Peck School of the Arts), recently developed 
a new display for the chapter and are planning future events. 
To get involved, contact Alberto at donpepe@uwm.edu. 

Washington, D.C., Alumni Chapter starting
UWM alumni living in 

the Washington, D.C., area 
enjoyed great weather and 
fellowship at a picnic May 
17. It was the first gathering 
of this new regional 
alumni chapter. Among 
the alumni attending 
were Scott and Christy 
Marschall, Joe Rogall, 
Cassandra Jastrow, Scott 
Sturyck, Betty Brikowski, 
Stephanie Rick, Gloria 
Barratt and Elizabeth Esper. 

Scott Marschall 
(’99 BBA) is taking the 
lead on establishing 
this chapter. If you 
live in the D.C. area and would like to get involved with this 
new group, contact Scott at scott.marschall@nmfn.com.

Get involved
To learn more about how to get involved with one of these or 

other UWM alumni chapters, contact Alumni Chapter Coordinator 
John Bartel at jwbartel@uwm.edu or 414-906-4665.

Alumni chapter update

EMBA alums encounter the 
famous Racing Sausages  
during a behind-the-scenes 
tour of Miller Park.
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Andrea Simpson, executive director of the UWM Alumni Association, 
displays books written by UWM alumni. Your book could join them!

Alumni living in the D.C. area gathered for a 
picnic May 17.

Attention Alumni  
Authors

Have you written or contributed to a book?  The Alumni 
Association wants a copy.

The Alumni House library will house a collection of books written 
or edited, in whole or in part, by UWM alumni. These books, yours 
included, will be on display to all visitors to the UWM Alumni 
Association.  Please mail your book to: UWM Alumni Association, 
Alumni House, 3230 E. Kenwood Blvd., Milwaukee, WI 53211.

Please include your name, degree and year of graduation so that 
we can properly recognize you.



Where would you be today if not for UWM?

What dream did UWM help you achieve? 
 

You can help generations of Panthers reach their dreams by designating a 
planned gift to the UWM Foundation. For more information, visit us online 
at www4.uwm.edu/giving/ or contact Jennifer Clearwater in the Office of 

Development at 414-229-3175 or jenwater@uwm.edu.




