GUIDELINES FOR
PUBLIC ARCHEOLOGY
IN WISCONSIN

WISCONSIN ARCHEOLOGICAL SURVEY
August 1997

Compiled by
Jennifer L. Kolb

Edited by
Katherine Stevenson

Wisconsin Archeological Survey Guidelines Committee Members
Elizabeth Benchley, Pensacola, Florida
Diane Holliday, State Historical Society of Wisconsin
Jennifer Kolb, State Historical Society of Wisconsin
Chuck Moffat, Mississippi Valley Archaeology Center
John Richards, University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee
Rodney Riggs, Sao Paulo, Brazil

Contributors
David Cooper, State Historical Society of Wisconsin
Leslie Eisenberg, State Historical Society of Wisconsin
Michael Kolb, Stratamorph Geoexploration, LLC.
Cynthia Stiles, USDA Forest Service






GUIDELINES FOR
PUBLIC ARCHEOLOGY IN WISCONSIN

Table of Contents
LSt Of GUIAEIINES......eeeiiieiiiiiieiieeieee ettt st s iii
EXECULIVE SUMIMATY ....cc.utiiiiiieiiiieiiee ettt ettt e et e et eestbe e st e e ssbaeesabeeenaseesnnseesnnnes A%
INEEOAUCTION. ..c..iiiie ettt sttt e sbe e st e e e eeees 1
Preservation PLanning............coociiiiiiiiiiiiiniie e 1
Federal and State Historic Preservation Legislation...........ccccoevveeriiieiniiiennieennieennne, 2
Establishing Historic Contexts and a Research Design..........cccccovviieviiiieniiienniieeinieeeieeee, 5
INErOAUCTION. ...ttt ettt et 5
Developing Historic CONEXLS ......cccueeeruieerieeeriieerieeeiteesireesieeesieeesireeeneneesneeeenne 6
Historic Contexts in WiSCONSIN ..cevuviiiriiiiriieeriieeiee ettt e s ee e 8
Bibliography of HiStOric CONEXLS .....ccuveerviieriieeriieeeiieeeireeeiieesiteesreessireesieeeens 10
ATChIVal RESEATCH........eiuiiiiiiiiiiic et 17
INErOAUCTION. ...ttt e 17
Land UsSE HiStOTY......eeiiuiiiiiiieiiieeeite ettt ettt etee st e e e s s e snneeens 18
ATChIVal RESOUICES. ....couviiiiiiiieiiieieeeetee e 19
Serial Files and Map CollECtions............covuveeriieeriiieeniieeriieeeiee et svee e s 21
Journals/Serial Publications/Published Sources............ccoeccveeviieiniiienniiennieennenne 23
Standard Physiographic References..........ccccovvveeiiiiiiniiiiniiiiiieciieeee e, 25
Checklists for Archival Research............coooveeviiiiniiiiniiiiiiiiececee e 25
Phase I: [dentification SUTVEYS ......cccuiiviiiiiiieiriieeriee ettt et sree s sateesaeeeeas 29
INErOAUCTION. ...ttt e 29
Definitions and ObBJECHIVES ........uiiriiiiriiieiriieeriee et et eieeeeiteesbeeesreessareesareeens 30
Field INVEStIZATIONS ...ceeuviiiiiieiiieeiiie ettt ettt e stae e sbeeesbeessabeesnaeeens 32
Documentation of an Archeological Site ............ccovvveivviiiriiiiniieiniieeee e 36
Reporting Results of Identification SUIVEYS.........ccceevviiiriieeniiieiniieeieeeiee e 37
Phase II: Evaluation According to National Register Criteria ...........ccoccveeveveernieernveennneenne 39
INErOAUCTION. ...ttt e 39
Determinations of Eligibility under Section 106.............cccccueeveieiniieiniieiniieniene 41
Evaluations under State Historic Preservation Legislation..........cc.cccceecveevnieennnnennn. 41
Nominating Sites to the National RegiSter..........coooveveviiiriiiiniieiniieiiieeieeeiieee 44
Conducting a Phase II Evaluation.............ccccoviiiiniiiiiniieiniieeiieeice e 45
Phase III: Data Recovery and Miti@ation..........c.ceevvieerieeeniieenniieeniieesieeenieeesreessiveessneeeens 51
INErOAUCTION. ...ttt e 51
Developing a Data Recovery Plan ............ccccooviiiiiiiniiieiiieieeieeee e 51
Methods and Techniques of Data ReCOVeTry .........ccccveeviiiiiieiniieiniieiiieeiee e, 53
Reporting the Results of Data Recovery Projects.........cccoecveeviieiniiienniieeinieeniene 55
Interested Parties ........coo.eeiiiiiiiiiiiieeeee e 56



Public Benefit

i



Guidelines

I. Technical Report GUIAEINES .........ccecuiiiriiiiniiieiiie ettt e et e s 57
J F0 18 (0 6 10 et To) s DU 58
RepOrt GUIAEIINES ......couviiiiiiiiiiieciteete ettt e e s e s ens 59
Distribution Of REPOTLS ........eeeeiiiiiiiiiiiieerieeeiee ettt sree s e s 65
II. Curation GUIAEIINES. .........ooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiieieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee ettt e e e e e e e e e e e e eeeeees 67
J F0 18 (0 6 10 Tet5To) s DR 68
Federal GUIAEIINES .........ooovvvviiiiiiiiiiieiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee ettt 69
State GUIEIINES ......ooooviiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 70
Removal of Artifacts from Private Property........cccoceeevieeriiiiniieiniieiiieeieeciee 70
Guidelines for Curation Facilities.............oooooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 72
III. Recording and Evaluating Historic Archeological Properties ..........cccccceeeeriernieennnenne. 73
J F0 18 (0 6 10 et To) s DU 74
Phase I: IdentifiCation...........ooovvviviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e 74
Phase II: EVAIUALION...........oooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee et 75
IV. Excavation and Analysis of Human Remains...........ccccccooviiiniiiiniiiiniiiiniieciee e 79
J F0 18 (0 6 10 et To) s DU 80
Burial Site IdentifiCation............ooovvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e 80
Cataloguing Burial SIteS.........ccueeeriieriiieniiieeiiieeriteesiteerieeertee et eesrree e e sareeens 82
Excavation of Human REmMains .............oooovviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieieieieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 84
Documentation FOIMIS..........ooouviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee et 86

V. Geomorphological and Geoarcheological Investigations in Support of

Archaelogical INVeStIZatiONS .........cevuierriieiriiieeniieeriee et seee e 103
INErOAUCTION. ...t 104
Phase I ReCONNAISSANCe SUIVEY .......eeiviiiiiiiiieiiieeiieeeiteeeiteeeiee et 105
Phase 1T EvalUations ........ccocviiiiiiiiiiieeiieeieeee ettt s 111
RepOTt Preparations.........coocuvieiiiiiiiieieiieesiee ettt 111
QUALITICATIONS ...vvvvveeeeeeeeeeitreeee e e e e eeeerr e e e e e eeettrar e e eeeeeeeeatsrereeeeeeeensnssrrrnreaeeens 113
Systematic Procedures for Landscape Evaluation...........cccccceevcveevniieinieeinieennen. 113
References CIted .........oouiiiiiiiiiieeieeeee et s 114

VI. Underwater Archeological INVeStiZations ...........ccccveeerieiriiieeniiieeniieenieeerieeeieee e 117
INErOAUCTION. ...t 118
General REQUITEMENLS ..........eieiiiiiiiieeiieeeiieeeiee ettt e s 118
Literature and Records Research............ccoociveiiiiiiiiiniiiiiiicieceecee e, 119
Phase I: Minimum Technical Specifications.............cceccveevviveeniieenciieinieeiieeeen, 120
Special Reporting ReqUITEMENLS .........c..eevruiieriieiniieeiieerieeeiee e 122
Special Curation REQUITEMENES ........coccuvieriiiieriieiiiieeiieeriee e 123
References CIted .........oouiiiiiiiiiieeieeeee et s 123

VII. Recording ROCK ATt STEES ...ccvuiiiiiiiiniieeiie ettt et 125
INErOAUCTION. ...t 126
DEfINILIONS ...ttt st 126
Survey MethodOIOZY.......ccoviiiiiiiiiiieeiieeeeeee et 127
Recording ROCK ATt STtS......ccciuiiiiiiieiiiieeriie ettt 128
Mapping ROCK ATt STES.......ueeeiiiiiiieieiieeriie ettt e e s iaee s 131
Recording ROCk Art FIGUIES .......ccocviiiiiiiiiiiiciieceeeeeetecee e 131
Site INLETPIELAtION .....eevivieeiiieeiieeeiiee et e et eeiee et etee et e et e s e sateesareesneeas 133

iii



Report Preparation............
Rock Art Site Preservation
References Cited...............

v



Executive Summary

In 1980, the Wisconsin Archeological Survey wrote and distributed Guidelines for Conservation
Archeology in Wisconsin. This document provided basic guidelines for archeologists conducting
investigations under federal preservation laws. The State Historic Preservation Office has used
this document to review archeological work undertaken in Wisconsin for the past 16 years.

Since 1980, there have been substantial changes in state and federal law as well as advances
within the discipline of archeology itself. The WAS considers these combined changes
significant enough to warrant rewriting the Guidelines.

The new Guidelines explain the processes of state and federal compliance archeology and detail
the steps necessary to identify, evaluate, and mitigate archeological sites. In addition, this
document also provides new guidelines for work on specific site types (burials, rock art,
shipwrecks, and terrestrial historic sites) as well as for geoarcheological investigations.



