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In 1945, John H. Johnson published the first issue of Ebony magazine, a monthly periodical aimed at 
African American readers. In 1973, the Johnson Publishing Company expanded its readership to include 
children by producing Ebony Jr!. Targeting Black children in the five to eleven age-range, the magazine 
featured stories, comics, puzzles, and cartoons. Its contents combined elements of Black culture, Black 
history, and elementary school curriculum. The publication remained in print until 1985 and was resurrected 
online in 2007.

In Ebony Jr! The Rise, Fall and Return of a Black Children's Magazine, Laretta Henderson charts this 
unique publication's genesis, history, and impact. She analyzes the structure and literary context of Ebony 
Jr!, revealing how the political climate informed the composition of the magazine. Henderson also profiles 
the magazine's publisher, John H. Johnson, and examines how his corporate structure facilitated and 
informed Ebony Jr!'s content, success, and its initial demise.

This culturally significant milestone in African American culture is given its due deference in this interdisci-
plinary examination of the environment in which Ebony Jr! was produced, assessing what the magazine's 
existence meant to a generation of young readers.

Laretta Henderson is Assistant Professor in the School of Information Studies at the University of 
Wisconsin-Milwaukee.
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